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Editorial 


TRUMPETING COMMUNITY ORGANISING 


The HOPE not hate campaign in Bradford 
was a model of community organising. 

It focused on speaking to local people 
and engaged with them where they were 
and not necessarily where we would 
want them to be. The Bradford Together 
campaign built links among the political 
parties, different faith groups and within 
communities. It succeeded in getting the 
English Defence League march banned — 
and so stopped the racists marching 
through a predominantly Asian part of 
the city. In the process it helped develop 
a new spirit in the city. 

Bradford Together did not spring up 
from nowhere. Its basis had been laid in 
years of campaigning by Bradford TUC 
and HOPE not hate. The Together model 
was first tried in the successful campaign 
that resulted in the defeat and 
destruction of the BNP in Keighley and it 
epitomises what grassroots community 
campaigning is all about, especially when 
supported by the types of innovative 
internet-based campaigning pioneered 
by HOPE not hate. 

In “A journey to hope” (page 30), we 
argue that this sort of campaign is the 
priority for today's anti-fascists. 


Hard times ahead 

Any thought that the BNP threat had 
gone away with its awful performance in 
May's elections and its more recent 
infighting was dismissed by a BBC study 
into the impact of the impending public 
sector cuts. 

The research looked into the 
vulnerability of local authorities to cope 
with the cuts and the results were 
disturbing. Many of the areas least likely 
to be able to absorb the cuts and 
resultant unemployment were those 
where the BNP has done well over the 
past few years. Among them are 
Stoke-on-Trent (3rd most vulnerable), 
Sandwell (4th), Burnley (11th), South 
Tyneside (12th), Barnsley (14th) and 
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Rotherham (15th). Also in the 30 most 
vulnerable areas are Tameside, Pendle, 
Wigan and Oldham. 

If the BNP can overcome its current 
internal problems then a tough couple of 
years lie ahead. 


A British Tea Party? 

Many on the British right are looking 
enviously over the Atlantic at the rise and 
rise of the US Tea Party movement. 
Christine O'Donnell's surprise victory in 
the Delaware primary was just the latest 
Tea Party Express victory over the 
Republican establishment. Some — from 
the Taxpayers’ Alliance, to Alan Lake of 
the EDL and some around the fringes of 
the Freedom Association — are looking at 
the possibility of setting up a UK 
equivalent. Early last month, at a £200-a- 
head event, many gathered in west 
London to listen to some of the US Tea 
Party organisers give an introduction to 
the movement and its organising model. 
This was undoubtedly the sanitised 
version. In this edition we publish a key 
investigation into the real nature of the 
Tea Party movement and its leadership. 


A new leader 

The Labour Party has elected its new 
leader. In July Ed Miliband spoke at a 
Searchlight conference about community 
organising. He accepted the party had 
abandoned too many of its traditional 
communities and argued for a greater 
engagement through grassroots 
organising and changes in policy. 

We look forward to him adopting some 
of these ideas. 


Nok Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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| DAVID IRVING, the Holocaust 
revisionist writer, claimed he was 
surprised by the outraged reaction in 
Poland to the tour of Holocaust and 
Nazi sites he led last month. 

The trip, for which enthusiasts from 
Britain, Germany, Australia and 
America paid £1,500 each excluding 
flights, was billed as an opportunity to 
experience “real history”. 

However Officials at the former 
Treblinka extermination camp said 
they would not let Irving enter. 

And the director of the State Museum 
at Auschwitz said Irving cannot lead 

a tour group there because he is not a 
licensed guide. 

Poland's Chief Rabbi Michael 


pening shot 


Schudrich said: “Mr Irving is not 


a historian but a charlatan and a 
vicious liar". Dr Rafal Pankowski, of 
the Never Again Association, which 
campaigns against racism and 
antisemitism and has a close 
relationship with Searchlight, 
described Irving's presence in Poland 
as “unacceptable and offensive to the 
memory of the victims” of the war. 

Irving claimed the Polish people 
should be grateful for his visit as he 
was “setting the record straight”. 
He now claims to accept that Treblinka 
was a “real death camp”, but still 
denigrates Auschwitz as a 
reconstructed “tourist attraction”. 

He went on to describe people who 


eee oan 


branded him a Holocaust denier as 
“criminal, lying lunatics”. That would 
presumably include Mr Justice Gray 
who, ruling against Irving in his libel 
action against the American academic 
Deborah Lipstadt, described him as an 
“active Holocaust denier”, an 
antisemite and racist who “associates 
with right-wing extremists who 
promote neo-Nazism" and who “for 
his own ideological reasons persistently 
and deliberately misrepresented and 
manipulated historical evidence”. 

It would also include the Austrian 
judges who imprisoned Irving in 2006 
for denying the Holocaust and 
“glorifying and identifying with the 
German Nazi Party”. 
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A critical examination of the Tea Party 
movement and the size, scope, and focus 
of Its national factions. By Devin Burghart 
and Leonard Zeskind Institute for 
Research & Education on Human Rights. 


Confederate Flags are all too common at 
Tea Party events, like this Tea Party sponsored 
“Sovereignty Winter Fest” Photo: D. Burghart 
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* A full version of this report, together with graphs, charts and interactive 
maps, is available at http://www.teapartynationalism.com 


he Tea Party movement as a 

whole is a multimillion dollar 

complex that includes for-profit 
corporations, non-party non-profit 
organisations, and political action 
committees. Collectively they have 
erased the advantage that Democrats 
once enjoyed in the arena of internet 
fundraising and web-based mobilisation. 
They have resuscitated the ultra- 
conservative wing of American political 
life, created a stiff pole of opinion within 
Republican Party ranks and have had a 
devastating impact on thoughtful policy 
making for the common good, at the 
local and state level as well as at the 
federal level. 

These Tea Party organisations have 
given platforms to antisemites, racists 
and bigots. Further, hardcore white 
nationalists have been attracted to these 
protests, looking for potential recruits 
and hoping to push these (white) 
protesters towards a more self-conscious 
and ideological white supremacy. 

One temperature gauge of these events 
is the fact that longtime national socialist 
David Duke is hoping to find enough 
money and support in the Tea Party 


- . ° 


ranks to launch yet another electoral 
campaign in the 2012 Republican 
primaries. 

Their self-designated spokespeople in 
Washington DC claim that their 
movement concentrates solely on 
budget deficits, taxes and the power of 
the federal government. Nevertheless, 
concerns about race and national identity 
and other so-called social issues 
permeate Tea Party ranks. It is inside the 
Tea Parties that an abiding obsession 
with Barack Obama's birth certificate is 
often a stand-in for the belief that the 
first black President of the United States 
is not a “real American”. Rather than 
strictly adhering to the Constitution, 
many Tea Partiers challenge the 
provision for birthright citizenship found 
in the 14th Amendment. While Tea 
Partiers and their supporters are 
concerned about the current economic 
recession and the increase in government 
debt and spending it has occasioned, 
there is no observable statistical link 
between Tea Party membership and 
unemployment levels. And their storied 
opposition to political and social elites 
turns out to be predicated on an 


‘Faction Legend 

1776 Tea Party 
Ez FreedomWorks 
bod ResistNet 
° HB Tea Party Express | 
AA Tea Party Nation 
a Tea Party Patriots 


SEE AN INTERACTIVE MAP AT TEAPARTYNATIONALISM.COM- » 


antagonism to federal assistance for 
those deemed the “undeserving poor”. 
The incessant depiction of Obama as a 
non-American began before the 2008 
election among those who regard him as 
a non-native born American who should 
not rightly (constitutionally) hold the 
presidency. The permutations have 
continued from there: Islamic terrorist, 
socialist, African witch doctor, lying 
African, etc. If he is not properly American 
then he becomes the “other” that is not 
“us". Further, the oft-repeated Tea Party 
call to “Take it back, take your country 
back" is an explicitly nationalist refrain. 
It is sometimes coupled with the assertion 
that there are “real Americans”, as 
opposed to others who they believe are 
driving the country into a socialist ditch. 
The Tea Party phenomenon exists at 
about three levels of agreement and 
commitment. Several national opinion 
polls point to support for the Tea Parties 
running at approximately 16% to 18% 
of the adult population, which would 
put the number of sympathisers in the 
tens of millions. That would be the 
outermost ring of support. At the next 
level is a larger less defined group of a 
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couple of million activists who go to 
meetings, buy the literature and attend 
the many local and national protests. 
At the core are the more than 250,000 
members in all 50 states who have 
signed up on the websites of the six 
national organisational networks. 

The leading figures in one national 
faction, the 1776 Tea Party (more 
commonly known as TeaParty.org), 
were imported directly from the anti- 
immigrant vigilante organisation, the 
Minuteman Project. Tea Party Nation 
has provided a gathering place for so- 
called birthers and has attracted 
Christian nationalists and nativists. 

Tea Party Express so outraged the public 
with the racist pronouncements of its 
leaders that other national factions 
have (recently) eschewed any ties to it. 
Both ResistNet and Tea Party Patriots, 
the two largest networks, harbour long- 
time anti-immigrant nativists and 
racists; and Tea Party Patriots has 
opened its doors to those calling for the 
repeal of the 17th Amendment, which 
established the direct election of US 
Senators by popular vote instead of 
their election by state legislatures. 

Five of these six national factions have 
“birthers” in their leadership, the only 
exception being FreedomWorks. 

Tea Party numbers have grown 
considerably over the past 12 months, 


Richard Mack and the militias 


LOCAL GROUPS affiliated with Tea 
Party Patriots that describe 
themselves as militias include the 
Southeast Michigan Volunteer Militia, 
the Billy Hill Militia in Oklahoma and 
the defunct North Coast Militia. 
Other Tea Party Patriot-affiliated 
groups actively promoted militia 
formation. The Pocatello Tea Party, 
for example, promoted the “Ten 
Reasons Why We Need a State Militia’. 
In Springfield, Missouri, the 9-12 Tea 
Party group advised followers to join 
the SW Missouri militia. 

Other signs of the militia impulse 
include the omnipresence of Richard 
Mack at Tea Party-related events. 

A former Graham County, Arizona, 
sheriff (1987-1997), Mack first 
became prominent in 1995 after he 
sued the federal government over 
enforcement of the Brady Bill. 
During the mid-1990s, he became a 
popular speaker on the militia 
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but the different factions are not all 
growing at the same rate. The Tea Party 
Patriots and ResistNet, the two national 
factions with the most diffuse, locally- 
based organisational structures, are 
experiencing the fastest rate of growth. 
This would tend to indicate a larger 
movement less susceptible to central 
control and more likely to attract racist 
and nativist elements at the local level. 


FREEDOMWORKS TEA PARTY 
FreedomWorks Tea Party has the largest 
structure of support. The FreedomWorks 
corporate complex includes both a charity 
foundation and a non-profit membership 
organisation. In 2008, the membership 
organisation raised and spent more than 
$4 million (£2.6 million). The foundation 
took in more than $3 million that year, 
and spent about $100,000 more than it 
received. As of February 2010, 
FreedomWorks boasted a staff of 13 
professionals, including state directors in 
North Carolina, Georgia and Florida. 
Former House Majority Leader Dick 
Armey chairs FreedomWorks. In 2008, he 
received $550,000 in remuneration from 
a combination of FreedomWorks sources. 
As of 1 August 2010 FreedomWorks 
Tea Party had 15,044 online members. 
These are concentrated in the Northeast, 
particularly the corridor from Boston 
to New York City to Washington DC. 


circuit. Asa 
result of 
spending so 
much time 
outside his 
own county, 
he was 
defeated ina ia 
1996 election and lost his office. 
Mack co-authored two books during 
that period, arguing militia-style that 
“proponents of the New World Order 
are entrenched and moving forward 
aggressively with their plan’. 
In Mack's view, Satan is acting 
through conspiracies every day. 
Currently, as a member of Oath 
Keepers, Mack presents himself as a 
defender of the constitution. He does 
not talk at Tea Party events about 
fiscal policy, taxes and the national 
debt but about “states’ rights”. And he 
is one of the most popular speakers 
on the Tea Party circuit. 


Other clusters are in Texas and Florida. 
One staffer described working with local 
Tea Party groups, “Usually what happens 
is an organiser from anywhere in the 
country will contact me and say I'd like to 
organise a Tea Party and do something in 
my city, so what we do is we help 
resource them with ideas for signs, 
locations, for media outreach, and we try 
to give them this list of things to do so 
that they can make sure their event is 
successful." FreedomWorks also served 
as the central organisation sponsoring the 
March on Washington of 12 September 
2009. In January 2010, FreedomWorks 
began focusing on the 2010 elections. 


1776 TEA PARTY 
The 1776 Tea Party, also known as 
TeaParty.org, is the one national faction 
most directly connected to the 
Minuteman Project and the anti- 
immigrant movement. With 6,987 
online members, it is also the smallest of 
the national Tea Party factions. 
The organisation's founding president is 
Dale Robertson, a former naval officer 
who served with the Marines. On 27 
February 2009, Robertson attended a Tea 
Party event in Houston with a sign read- 
ing “Congress = Slaveowner, Taxpayer = 
Niggar". He has also sent out racist 
fundraising emails depicting President 
Obama as a pimp. Stephen Eichler and 
Tim Bueler became corporate directors in 
October 2009; Eichler as treasurer and 
Bueler as secretary. Robertson is president 
of the Texas non-profit corporation. 
Although Robertson remained the public 
face of the 1776 Tea Party, much of the 
day-to-day operations and public 
relations shifted to Eichler, who 
became the 1776 Tea Party ) 
executive director in < 
addition to his corpo- 
rate board role, and to 


Bueler, who became € 

media director while + om 

also keeping his 5 OF a 

corporate board role. seNES 
Eichler has remained sv 

executive director of the “ 


Minuteman Project. He is 
also listed as president of 
the Minuteman Victory 
Political Action Committee 
and a corporate officer in 
Minutemanbookclub.com. 
Bueler has remained the 
media person at the 
Minuteman Project, while 
continuing to host a radio show on the 
“Wake Up America Talk Show”. 


RESISTNET TEA PARTY 

The corporate structure that envelopes 
ResistNet.com is akin to Russian 
nesting dolls. ResistNet is a for-profit 
project of Grassfire Nation, a division of 
Grassroots Action. Grassfire has grown 
through the use of a number of 
internet petition campaigns. By June 
2010, Grassfire had developed a 
contact database of 3,713,521 people 
(including 2,608,818 phone numbers 
and 1,211,259 opt-in email names). 
As of 1 August 2010, ResistNet is the 
second largest national Tea Party 
faction with 81,248 online members. 

It has also become a gathering spot for 
bigotry against Muslims, as well as leaders 
of state and local anti-immigrant groups 
who have become active with ResistNet. 


TEA PARTY NATION 
Tea Party Nation was organised as a for- 
profit corporation by Judson Phillips, a 
Nashville, Tennessee attorney, and his 
wife Sherry Phillips. He is a local 
Republican activist and former assistant 
district attorney. The birth of Tea Party 
Nation mirrors that of several of the other 
factions. Its founder helped organise a 
Tea Party rally in Nashville on 27 
February 2009 that attracted several 
hundred people. It organised Tax Day Tea 
Party protests in Nashville on 15 April, 
where about 10,000 attended, and in 
nearby Franklin, with an additional 4,000. 
Tea Party Nation is now the third largest 
national Tea Party network, with 31,402 
online members as of 1 August 2010. 

At an “Altar Call” at the Cornerstone 
Church in Nashville on 31 July 2009, 


600 Christian conservatives gathered for 
a “call to arms". Phillips exhorted the 
crowd to action. “You must get involved. 
The time for sitting on the sidelines is 
over,” he said. He urged the crowd to 
fight what he called the “Obama-Pelosi- 
Reid axis of evil", which he believes 
threatens the American way of life. 
“Tonight we are doing a different kind of 
altar call,” Phillips said. “Tonight's altar 
call is not for God. It's for country.” 

Tea Party Nation's conference in 
Nashville in February 2010 was well 
attended and highlighted the place of 
Christian conservatives, indeed Christian 
nationalism, inside this movement 
generally and in Tea Party Nation 
specifically. The convention also built 
bridges to nativists and so-called 
birthers. There was a marked shift away 
from supposed focus on bailouts and 
budget deficits towards culture war. 

It also featured an appearance by 
Sarah Palin, who reportedly received 
$100,000 for her speech. 


TEA PARTY PATRIOTS 
Tea Party Patriots can rightly make the 
claim that it is the most grassroots 
faction. Just over 2,200 different local 
Tea Party Patriot chapters are listed on 
its website, more than all the other 
national factions combined. There are 
115,311 online members on its main 
website and 74,779 registered to its 
social networking site. Despite its size, 
Tea Party Patriots’ budget is 
considerably smaller than those of 
FreedomWorks, Tea Party Express and 
ResistNet. For the fiscal year ending 
on 31 May 2010 total 
contributions were 
$538,009 and total 
expenses $400,596 
($342,559 on 
32 programme service 
jf and $58,037 on 
administration and 
management). 
; At a convention last 
MN May in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee, attended by 
over 300 people, 
workshops included 
presentations by Pam 
Geller, an anti-lslam agitator, 
and a set by the Oath 
Keepers, a quasi-militia 
| group that focuses on 


& recruiting law enforcement 

“is officers and military 
personnel, and defending their 

version of the Constitution. & 


Tea Party Caucus in 
Congress 


THE LINK between the Tea Parties, 
anti-immigrant politics and 
birthright citizenship shows up in 
Michele Bachmann's Tea Party 
Caucus in the House of 
Representatives. Founded in July 
2010, the Tea Party Caucus quickly 
grew to include 51 representatives, 
all of them Republicans. 
Bachmann (pictured) , from 
Minnesota's 9th District, is the only 
representative from that state who 
is amember of the caucus. Ten are 
from Texas, five from Georgia, 
four from California and the rest 
are scattered around the country, 
although none are from the 
northeastern part of the country. 
Notably, 42 of the 51 are also 
members of the House 
Immigration Reform Caucus in 
Congress, the grouping of the most 
steadfast opponents to any reform 
legislation that would include a 
pathway to citizenship for those 
without proper papers. Thirty nine 
of the Tea Party caucus members 
are also co-sponsors of H.R. 1868, 
the Birthright Citizenship Act of 
2009, a bill currently sitting in a 
House committee that would end 
birthright citizenship in the United 
States for the America-born 
children of parents without papers. 
It would present a direct 
constitutional challenge to the 
14th Amendment, passed after 
the Civil War to guarantee the 
citizenship rights of the newly 
freed slaves and their children. 
Opposition to “birthright 
citizenship” is often linked to an 
explicit fear of the demographic 
transformation under way in the 
United States, in which white 
people are projected to become one 
minority in a country of minorities 
during the next decades. 
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Crossroads 


How the EDL is heading in the direction of violence by Nick Lowles 


“The EDL is now seen as a nazi, 


thuggish, right-wing National Front style 


organisation,” chided the talkSPORT 
presenter lan Collins when 
interviewing the English Defence 
League leader “Tommy Robinson” 
early last month. “You are the new 
Combat 18." 

Robinson weakly protested his 
innocence and claimed that the 
far-right activists attending EDL 
events were either beaten up 
or were leftwing agents 
provocateurs. Collins was 
not moved. 

“You've hit a huge 
problem here. The 
identity of the EDL is that 
of a fascist, racist 
organisation ... My 
Facebook page looked like 
something out of a Third 
Reich rally because of people 
who say they are part of the EDL. It was 
rotten, upsetting.” 

Collins was both right and-wrong. 

He sensed a growing radicalism in the 
EDL, which has certainly been more 
obvious in recent months, but appeared 
to believe that this goes against the 
wishes of the people running the 
organisation. Consciously or not, this is 
what the EDL is all about. 


NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENT 

The EDL is emerging as a new social 
movement. It is becoming more 
organised, albeit still in a fairly loose 
way, confident and aggressive. 
Unlike older, more traditional social 


movements, which were often organised 


around economic or specific political 
aims, such as trade unions or the 
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suffragettes, the EDL 
is coalescing around 
a far broader battle 
over ideological and 
cultural identity. 
To dismiss it simply as 
a bunch of racist thugs 
or a street version of the 
British National Party 
underestimates both its 
significance and its 
danger. It is a threat that 
is potentially far more 
significant than anything we 
have seen in Britain for a very 
long time because it is just one 
manifestation of a much 
bigger battle that has only just 
begun. From the British press, 
to neo-conservatives in the 
US and to the Vatican, there 
is a growing cultural war 
against social democratic 
liberalism and secularism as 
well as against Islam. 
“The reason why the 
EDL's adoption of 
Islamophobia is 
particularly 


significant is that unlike the 
1970s, when the National 
Front was embracing 
antisemitism, there are now 
sections of the media and the 
British establishment that are 
relatively sympathetic towards 
Iskamophobia,” the academic 
Matthew Goodwin told The 
Guardian earlier this year. “It is 
not difficult to look through 
the media and find quite hostile 
views towards Islam and Muslims. 
That is fundamentally different to 
the 1970s, when very few news- 
papers or politicians were endorsing 
the NF's antisemitic message.” 
The man behind the EDL 
understands the bigger picture. 
When Alan Lake addressed an 
anti-Islam conference organised 
by the Swedish Democrats last 
year he spoke of a battle on 
many fronts, the EDL being just 
one. He identified a need for 
“people that are ready to go out 
in the street” and boasted that 
he and his friends had already 
begun to build alliances with 
“football supporters”. 


‘ “We are catching a 
. & 5 = 
r 


baby at the start of a 
gestation,” Lake 
later told The 
Guardian. “We 
have a 


problem with numbers. We have an 
army of bloggers [on the far right] but 
that's not going to get things done. 

“Football fans are a potential source 
of support. They are a hoi polloi that 
gets off their backsides and travels to a 
city and they are available before and 
after matches.” 

Lake operates a series of anti-Islamic 
internet sites, of which the EDL forms 
just one part. He is in touch with 
Christian evangelical groups, both here 

and in the US, has had 
discussions with middle- 
ranking officers in the UK 
Independence Party 
and is now 
suggesting that 

Britain needs a 
Tea Party-type 
organisation. 


RISING VIOLENCE 
Much of this is lost on the 
street thugs of the EDL, who 
in recent months have started 

to get more confident and 
violent. The EDL as an organisation has 
begun to change, with regional leaders 
who hold meetings and organise more 
localised events. 

Last month EDL supporters attacked 
Socialist Workers’ Party or Unite Against 
Fascism meetings in Leicester, Leeds and 
Newcastle, the latter involving 20-30 
men and left two doormen injured. 

Five men were arrested for the attack on 
the UAF meeting in Leicester. 

We are also seeing the emergence of 
flash demos — the EDL turning up 
unannounced in town centres and 
holding impromptu protests. Last month 
120 EDL supporters, drawn from across 
the North West and West Yorkshire, 
held an impromptu gathering in Oldham 
town centre. Fighting broke out with 
police and there were eight arrests with 
another 60 served with section 27 
notices moving them on from the area. 

EDL supporters are also beginning to 
target their opponents more 
systematically. In addition to the 
meetings they are trying to disrupt, a 
number of threats have been made to 
anti-fascists and anti-EDL activists. 

In Gateshead, six EDL supporters were 
arrested after posting a film of 
themselves burning a Koran on 
YouTube. This caused an impromptu 
demonstration outside the police station 
where they were taken. 

However, they have not had it all their 
own way. On Sunday 12 September 


about 60 EDL supporters attended a 
British Army homecoming parade in 
Nuneaton before heading into a 
predominantly Asian part of the town. 
Chanting racist abuse they soon 
attracted the attention of local youths, 
both Muslim and non-Muslim, and 
before long the EDL bullies had to take 
refuge in a pub. 

Finally, as Simon Creasy explains on 
page 12, we are witnessing more and 
more BNP and former BNP members 
turning out on EDL events. For some 
time the BNP leadership has been at 
pains not to be linked with EDL violence 
so members were forbidden to get 
involved and this line appeared generally 
to hold until this summer. A combination 
of people leaving the BNP and growing 
disillusionment with the ballot box 
strategy of “respectability” has led 
many former BNP activists, including 
branch organisers and members of the 
BNP security team, to join the EDL on 
the streets. 

While their presence will add little 
on the physical side it does inject 
some more organised racist politics into 
the movement. 

Later this month the EDL is taking its 
format abroad with a demonstration in 
Amsterdam. Dubbed a demonstration 
for freedom and against the Sharia law 
in Europe, the event is organised by the 
European Freedom Initiative and brings 
together the International Civil Liberties 
Alliance, the Citizens’ Movement Pax 
Europe (Germany), Politically Incorrect 


(Germany), the French Defence League, 
Action SITA (France), the Dutch Defence 
League, Mission Europe — Network Karl 
Martell (Austria), One Way to Oriana 
(Italy) and of course the EDL. 


PART OF THE PACKAGE 

Collins on talkSPORT saw the thuggery 
and extremism of the EDL as a barrier to 
its growth. He even suggested to 
Robinson that he should consider 
ditching the name — and its thuggish 
elements — and start afresh. 

Collins was missing the point. He was 
correct when he said that the EDL was 
becoming more violent but failed to 
realise that a strategy of whipping up 
tension and trouble within and between 
communities is a central component in 
the wider war. Speaking in Sweden last 
year, Lake explicitly said that the 
“football fans" — a euphemism for 
hooligans — were ready and willing to 
take the action to the streets. 

It was fitting that Pamela Gellar, the 
woman leading the protest against the 
planned mosque near Ground Zero and 
who shares platforms with Newt 
Gingrich and the former US Ambassador 
to the United Nations Jon Bolton, saw fit 
to defend the EDL protest in Bradford. 
She dismissed media reports about EDL 
violence and racism and claimed, like 
Robinson, that they were the victims of 
a far-left plot. 

The EDL, and its violence, is becoming 
an intrinsic part of the growing anti- 
Islam movement. a 
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Home news lie aii aa 


The Extremist 
efence League 


The English Defence League likes to parrot its worn out mantra, “We are not 
the BNP and we are not nazis", over and over again. Simon Cressy takes a 
closer look and finds a different story. 


IS THE EDL RACIST? 
People have asked the 
question since the inception 
of the EDL back in summer 
2009. The EDL itself says on 
its website: “Some 
organisations and media 
reports have branded the 
EDL as ‘racist’, ‘fascist’, 
‘far-right’, or even ‘Zionist’. 
All of these accusations are 
flat out untrue. We take an 
actively anti-racist and anti- 
fascist stance." 

As always the EDL is being 
economical with the truth. 
There can be no argument 
over the EDL's racism as the 
organisation is full to the 
brim with known BNP 
members together with a 
number of hardcore nazis, 
who are using the EDL as a 
vehicle to further their 
vehement xenophobia. 

Despite being proscribed 
by Nick Griffin, the British 
National Party leader, BNP 
activists regularly attend 
EDL events. 

The EDL leader 
parades around as 
Tommy Robinson and 
hid his identity 
behind a mask for 
over a year until 
Searchlight uncovered 
the fact that he is a 
former BNP member called 


Stephen Yaxley-Lennon who 
has served 12 months’ 
imprisonment for assaulting 
an off-duty police officer. 
Robinson's cousin Kevin 
Carroll is considered to be 
one of the founding fathers 
of the EDL. In July he lost his 
appeal against his conviction 
for shouting abuse at Islamic 
protesters at the Luton 
homecoming parade for the 
Royal Anglian Regiment. 
It was the events in Luton in 


Tommy Robinson 
(Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon) with 
Alan Spence 


(Far right) 
Spence with 
BNP leader 
Nick Griffin 
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March 2009 that prompted 
the EDL's formation. 

He insists he is not racist, 
yet he revealed in a BBC 
documentary, Young, British 
and Angry, that he had 
signed the nomination papers 
in the 2007 Luton council 
elections for Robert Sherratt, 
a BNP candidate and activist 
in the tiny nazi November 
9th Society. Carroll 
apparently was very keen to 
stand as a BNP candidate 


himself but was prevented by 
his partner's intervention. 

Other founding members 
of the EDL are also known to 
have been BNP members and 
activists. 

Davy Cooling from 
Daventry and Chris Renton 
of Weston-super-Mare were 
fully paid up members of the 
BNP, with Renton described 
as an “activist”. 

One face seen at most EDL 
events is Alan Spence from 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Spence is pretty much now 
the EDL organiser in 
Newcastle, but in May 2010 
he stood as the BNP 
parliamentary candidate in 
Newcastle East where he 
received 3.5% of the vote. 


Leon McCreery 


Re 


He also contested Kenton 
ward on Newcastle City 
Council, where he finished in 
last place with 7.3%. 
Spence, who is a BNP 
gold member and has only 
recently deleted swastikas 
and Combat 18 images from 
his Facebook page, has 
appeared in photographs 
with both his spiritual 
leaders, Griffin and Robinson. 
Often accompanying 
Spence to EDL events is his 
son Steven who also sought 
election to Newcastle City 
Council in May as the BNP 
candidate in Fawdon ward. 
Another regular at EDL 
protests is Rob Purcell, the 
former Birmingham BNP 
organiser. Purcell, who hides 


The English Defence 
League’s head steward 
comes from a notorious 
UDA family in East Belfast. 

Leon McCreery, who now 
lives in Stockport, is the 
nephew of the former 
Manchester United and 
Northern Ireland footballer 
David McCreery. 

His father, Leonard 
McCreery, is a convicted 
UDA thug who served 
11 years in prison for the 
attempted murder of 
Geordie Legge, a leading 


his identity on Facebook by 
using the moniker “Rob 
Jones", joined the BNP in 
1997 and has stood in local, 
parliamentary and European 
elections. He makes a tidy 
living selling BNP and EDL tat 
on Ebay using the strange 
nickname “Brit Pancake”. 
Stuart Bates and Michael 
Fritz have attended various 
EDL demonstrations. Both are 
from Birmingham but that is 
not all they have in common, 
as they are both trusted 
members of the BNP West 
Midlands security team. In 
fact Bates is so highly 
regarded that he was drafted 
in to provide security for 
Griffin at the BBC Question 
Time fiasco and at his High 
Court appearance last month. 
It seems the BNP security 
team has a penchant for the 
EDL as Jock Shearer, a 
convicted drug dealer and 
BNP bodyguard, appeared at 
last month's 9/11 “flash” 
protest by the EDL in Oldham. 
Dave Bradley, a BNP activist 
from Blackburn who turned 
up at the High Court to 
support Griffin, is also regular 
EDL participant. He is known 
to be close to the Blackburn 
EDL leader Shane Calvert. 
Charlie Baillie and Max 
Dunbar, both seen with the 


member of the paramilitary 
UDA and the Ulster Freedom 
Fighters, in 1997. Legge sus- 
tained knife wounds to the 
heart and twice died on 

the way to hospital but was 
revived by paramedics in 

the ambulance. 

Leonard McCreery 
believed Legge was 
responsible for the murder 
of his brother Ned five years 
earlier. Ned McCreery was 
an East Belfast UDA 
brigadier who met a bloody 
end when he was murdered 


EDL in Bradford on 28 
August, were Scottish BNP 
candidates in the 2009 
European election. 

Also at Bradford was the 
former Wakefield BNP 
organiser John Aveyard, who 
was recently released from 
prison after being convicted 
of assaulting his girlfriend. 
On Aveyard's coat tails was 
another BNP candidate from 
Wakefield, Grant Rowe. 

Other BNP candidates who 
have taken part in EDL 
protests include Karen Otty 
from Liverpool, the 
Rotherham BNP organiser 
Marlene Guest and Sion 
Owens, the Swansea BNP 
organiser. Owens was 
photographed at the Swansea 
Welsh Defence League 
demonstration with a group 
of well known hardcore nazis 
including Wayne Baldwin, an 
EDL regular. Baldwin, a 
convicted criminal, is an 
unabashed nazi who has the 
obligatory swastika tattoo on 
his chest and has been 
photographed posing in front 
of a swastika flag. 

Two other nazis who have 
attended EDL events are now 
languishing in jail. Trevor 
Hannington and Mike 
Heaton were both convicted 
in June. Members of the 


by the UFF after they 
labelled him a police agent. 

Leon McCreery, now 28, 
fled Belfast in 1999 with his 
mother, brother and sister 
after he was attacked and 
slashed in the face by rival 
loyalists. He required 63 
stitches and 17 staples for 
head and body wounds. In 
2004 he was awarded 
£25,000 compensation. 

Despite all this Leon 
McCreery still displays pro- 
UDA sentiments on his 
Facebook page. 


Rob Purcell in Bradford 


shadowy nazi Aryan Strike 
Force, they were jailed for 
posting violent and vicious 
racist messages on the 
internet. 

Heaton, of Leigh, Greater 
Manchester, and 
Hannington, from Cardiff, 
described Jews as “scum” 
and called for them to be 
“destroyed”. Heaton was 
found guilty of stirring up 
racial hatred and jailed for 30 
months. Hannington pleaded 
guilty to the same charge and 
other offences and was 
imprisoned for two years. 

The EDL might like to think 
it is not racist, but the proof 
is in the pudding. As the BNP 
implodes many of its activists 
are finding a new home in 
the EDL. a 
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‘Bring our boys home’ 
BNP recruitment drive set to fail 


The British National Party reprises a worn-out campaign theme to launch a desperately 
needed recruitment campaign while the rebel BNP Reform Group appears to be losing 
momentum. Sonia Gable examines the latest developments in the far-right party. 


“BRING OUR BOYS HOME” was the 
headline on the June 2006 issue of 
the British National Party's 
misnamed Voice of Freedom 
newspaper. And “bring our boys 
home’ is the slogan of the fascist 
party’s “autumn recruitment 
campaign” launched last month. 

Between times, withdrawal of 
British troops from Afghanistan also 
served as the BNP’s primary theme 
for this year’s general election, in 
which the party presented an 
unashamedly populist platform that 
cynically exploited dead British 
soldiers. It failed to win the party any 
more votes per candidate than it 
obtained in 2005. 

Naturally the BNP claims the first 
day of action on 18 September was a 
huge success. Paul Golding, the 
party’s communications officer, 
described it as “far and away the 
most successful non-election-time 
recruiting campaign ever” and 
claimed that “the entire stock of 
200,000 leaflets, 100 banners and 
thousands of petition forms have 
already been used up”. Nick Griffin 
writing on the same day was more 
modest, saying that only 100,000 
leaflets were distributed. 

More importantly, according to the 
BNP leader 12,000 people signed 
the party’s petition to demand “that 
British troops be withdrawn from 
Afghanistan immediately”. Golding 
said this was because: “They are 
delighted to hear that these petitions 


are going straight to Downing Street”. 


That may be what BNP activists 
manning trestle tables in shopping 
centres told those people they 
inveigled into signing, but in reality 
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the petition forms are not going 
anywhere near Downing Street, but 
to the operational centre of Golding’s 
communications and publicity 
department on Salmon Springs 
Trading Estate near Stroud. 

There and at other regional locations 
names and addresses of signatories 
will be matched to electoral registers in 
a voter identification exercise, 
explained Griffin in a BNP radio 
interview. The lucky voters will then 
receive a letter from Griffin and can 
look forward to an invitation to a BNP 
Christmas social, entreaties to apply 
for a postal vote and targeted BNP 
propaganda at election times. 


COMPLEX MESSAGE 
Eddy Butler, who failed in his 
challenge to Griffin’s leadership of 
the party in August, thought the 
“bring our boys home” campaign 
was “a mistake”. As a general election 
issue it had been “irrelevant”, he 
wrote, and the message “we support 
our troops but are against the war 
they are involved in” was too 
complex”. Furthermore, it conflicted 
with one of the guiding principles of 
today’s BNP. “Most of our ‘natural’ 
supporters would not exactly be 
against the idea of Britain fighting 
Muslim extremists,” wrote Butler. 
Butler knows that the real aim is to 
“harvest names and addresses”. 
The issue matters little. Once the 
BNP has their details and the all- 
important agreement that the party 
can send them “future promotional, 
electoral and fundraising material”, 
Griffin and his consiglieri, the 
convicted “fundraising consultant” 
Jim Dowson, can work on extracting 


money from them to replenish the 
party’s empty coffers. 

Griffin continues to run up legal 
bills in his fight against the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission. 

A hearing on 7 September was 
adjourned after Griffin failed to 
deliver his outline defence to the 
judge and counsel for the EHRC until 
the late afternoon of the previous 
day, leaving insufficient time for 
them to consider it, and turned up 
half an hour late at the High Court. 
The judge then spent time clarifying 
where documents could be served on 
Griffin and his co-defendants, Simon 
Darby and Tanya Lumby, as it 
appeared the party’s relationship 
with its solicitors, Gilbert Davies and 
Partners of Welshpool - specialists in 
conveyancing work on properties 

in Wales and the Borders — had come 
to an acrimonious end, probably 
because of a pile of unpaid bills. 


Griffin claimed that the case was 
adjourned “due to our legal team 
spotting an obscure procedural error” 
by the court, namely that it needed to 
be heard by two judges instead of 
one. In fact it appears that it was the 
EHRC’s barrister who suggested that, 
as the case had to be adjourned 
anyway and was complex, it might be 
better heard in a Divisional Court by 
two judges over two days. 


Former BNP Redbridge councillor 
Julian Leppert, Shelley Rose and 
Eddy Butler at the BNP Reform 
group dinner the evening before 
their conference at a “five star 
hotel” in South Yorkshire 


Adjourning the hearing to 8-9 
November, Mrs Justice Nicola Davies 
laid down a strict timetable for 
submission of legal argument and 
evidence before the hearing, in view 
of Griffin’s very late production of 
documents throughout the 
proceedings. 

Griffin claimed the adjournment 
was a victory. What it does do is give 
him another two months to appeal 
for donations on the back of the 
spurious claim that he faces prison. 
The BNP website features a 
thermometer graphic set against a 
picture of Trevor Phillips, chair of the 
EHRC. Although an appeal for 
£30,000 in the run-up to 7 September 
fell a long way short, the 
thermometer was reset to zero with a 
new target of £50,000 for the 
“November 8th Fighting Fund”. 

As Searchlight went to press the 
graphic showed £9,000 raised. If the 
figure is not pure fiction, it is no doubt 
the total of donations to BNP for 
whatever purpose, as income has 
slowed to a trickle. That is hardly a 
surprise. The party continues to 
perform abysmally in council by- 
elections, its 2009 accounts are now 
nearly three months late and its 2008 
accounts remain under investigation 
by the Electoral Commission. Who but 
a fool would throw more money at it? 


TREASURER TO GO 

To cap it all, it seems that the party’s 
treasurer is being relieved of his post. 
When David Hannam was promoted 
to national treasurer last February he 
was the fourth person to hold the job 
in the space of a year. Everyone 
except the BNP’s most sycophantic 


members knew he had been grossly 
incompetent as deputy treasurer and 
he was quick to prove he had not 
changed when he claimed, the day 
before it emerged that the 2009 
accounts were late, that all legally 
required accounts had been 
submitted on time. 

Rumour has it that Hannam will be 
given a position on the party's 
European Parliament payroll as 
Griffin cannot dispense with his 
services entirely because he “knows 
too much”. So far the party has not 
announced which new mug will take 
on the task of trying to rein in Griffin’s 
spending and find out what Dowson 
has done with the party’s assets. 

Butler, before leaving for a holiday 
on the Greek island of Lefkada, his 
first in nearly ten years, organised 
the BNP Reform group's first national 
conference last month. Several well 
known BNP figures were among the 
80 people taking part, including 
11 current or former members of the 
party’s advisory council and several 
former councillors. Chris Beverley, 
the party’s former Leeds councillor 
and constituency office manager for 
Andrew Brons, MEP, for whom Butler 
also works, brought a message of 
support from Brons and a request for 
proposed constitutional changes 
with a view to making the party 
“more representative and prevent the 


abuse of arbitrary power by an over 
mighty executive”. What Griffin 
thinks of his fellow MEP’s action is 
not stated. 

Writing on the BNP Reform 
website, Dr Andrew Emerson 
describes it as “one of the best 
political conferences I have ever 
attended”, despite most of the 
speeches being variations on the 
theme of why nasty and useless 
Griffin must go. 

It appears that only Butler 
addressed the question of how the 
Reform group could maintain 
the pressure for internal change 
in the face of Griffin's dictatorial 
powers and absence of any structure 
for effecting change. It seems to boil 
down to “local activity”. 

The last BNP rebel group fizzled 
out pretty quickly outside the party. 
Supporters of the Reform group, 
which has no ideological differences 
with Griffin, have stayed inside — at 
least those who have not been 
expelled — but the party is 
haemorrhaging members and voting 
support. It will take a lot to turn 
signatories on a populist petition 
into members and donors, that is if 
the party’s administration is up to 
the task of recording their details and 
passing them on to local groups to 
make follow-up calls, something that 
has eluded the BNP in the past. 
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BNP veteran says 
Griffin should go 


JOHN BEAN (pictured), veteran 
nationalist and editor of the BNP’s 
Identity magazine for the past 
seven years, has called on Nick 
Griffin to resign as chairman “in 
the near future”. Bean thinks a new 
nationalist party is likely to be 
formed soon, which will “draw off 
more disgruntled BNP members”, 
ensuring that neither succeeds in 
winning a parliamentary seat. 

Although, writes Bean, Griffin 
lifted the BNP “out of the 
doldrums” and made it a 
“household world”, “a major 
mistake was made by allowing the 
Midas Agency so much control of 
the Party”. Midas is one of the 
trading names used by Griffin's 
“fundraising consultant” Jim 
Dowson, whose involvement in the 
party is one of the major 
complaints of leadership challenger 
Eddy Butler and the rebel BNP 
Reform group. 

Butler described Bean's letter as 
“a real breakthrough in the 
attempts to save our party from 
destruction”, though quite why 
Griffin should take notice of Bean 
when he has ignored large numbers 
of other BNP officers and activists 
is unclear. 

Bean later backtracked, suggesting 
Griffin could stay on as chairman 
but as part of an elected executive. 
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Voters reject BNP 


POOR RESULTS continue to beset the 
BNP in the few by-elections its 
disillusioned activists contest these 
days. During August the party polled 
under 3% in three council elections and 
4% in another. There was little 
improvement on 9 September, with 
results of 2.7% in Priory ward, Exeter, 
and 3.9% in Poole. 

More disappointing for the BNP was 
its third place and 21.4% in a by- 
election to Spennymoor town council in 
County Durham. Adam Walker 
(pictured), the BNP's staff manager and 
rising star, had high hopes of election to 
this lowest tier of local government and 
threw everything into his campaign. 

In a second Spennymoor by-election the 
party came bottom with 7.7%. 

On 23 September the BNP polled 
6.25% and 6.7% in two wards in 
Gateshead, compared to 7.0% and 
6.0% in a much higher turnout in May. 
And in Scarborough the following day 
the BNP came fifth with a poor 4.5%. 


BNP reports no donations 


THE BNP reported no donations over 
£7,500 in its latest quarterly return to 
the Electoral Commission, covering the 
three months to 30 June 2010. Despite 
rumours among the anti-Griffin BNP 
Reform group that some large bequests 
have rescued the party from the brink of 
insolvency, the party has not declared 
any receipts above the reporting limit 
since September 2009. 

The period covers the general 
election campaign and beyond, when 
Griffin was issuing increasingly 
desperate pleas for money to save the 
party from the Equality Commission's 


* long-running legal action over its racist 


constitution. 


“People will know" 


NICK GRIFFIN is blatantly exploiting this 
year's British Legion poppy appeal to 
promote the BNP. In an interview on 
BNP radio he called for BNP activists 
involved in the party's current “support 
our troops — bring our boys home” 
campaign to volunteer to collect money 
in the run-up to Remembrance Day. 

Poppy collections will take place on 
the same streets as the party's 
campaign, Griffin explained, so activists 
had no need to wear BNP badges: 
“people will know”. 


Once, twice ... 


THE BNP is offering a “once ina 
lifetime" opportunity to join the party as 
a life member for £395, compared to 
the usual price of £500. Nick Griffin's 
“personal invitation” to “a carefully 
selected group of British citizens” to 
take up this “exclusive offer” appears 
on the party's public website. 

As ever Griffin is lying. The same 
discount was offered this time last year, 
when the party was just as desperate as 
now to bring in more money. Few who 
did not sign up last year are likely to do 
so now that the party is failing politically, 
financially and administratively. 

Anyone who does join up will receive 
benefits including a limited edition 
signed portrait of the leader, a “life 
member certificate parchment scroll for 
framing" and lifelong copies of boring 
BNP publications. 


PUTTING BRITAIN FIRST 


ife. = 
Membership 


Former Legionnaire leads 


BNP in Northern Ireland 


Matthew Collins 


WHEN THE BNP quietly announced it 
had appointed a new regional 
organiser for Northern Ireland it was 
clearly looking forward to an upsurge 
in its embarrassingly low membership 
in the province. 

The previous organiser, Kieran 
Devlin, who used the alias Kieran 
Dinsmore, was a painfully camera-shy 
club doorman who organised party 
meetings in such secrecy that few of 
the region’s 50-odd members were told 
of them. Terrified of being caught up in 
the continuing media exposure of the 
BNP’s activities in the province, Devlin 
earned the nickname “Twitcher” from 
staff at the party’s Belfast call centre 
after the panicked telephone calls he 
made to them from behind the curtains 
of his Clandeboye Road, Bangor home, 
complaining that journalists were 
stalking him at his front gate. 

One of the main reasons for the 
BNP’s recruitment problems is its lack 
of understanding of the political and 
religious geography of Northern 
Ireland. One of Devlin's biggest 
stumbling blocks was his apparently 
Irish Catholic name, despite his English 
parents and military background. 

Devlin is said to have complained 
about the lack of support for the local 
party from call centre staff. Very few of 
the people entrusted with running the 
party office in the six counties are 
local and those who are refuse to be 
associated with the party publicly. 
The staff who moved to Northern 
Ireland to work behind the now 


notorious steel shutters in Dundonald 
seem unwilling to leave the seclusion of 
the villages of Ballygowan or Comber, let 
alone venture into downtown Belfast, 
for fear of bumping into Republicans. 

Devlin’s replacement is Steven 
Moore, an all-things-military- 
obsessed former French Legionnaire 
with a penchant for red wine and 
Liverpool football club. Moore was 
appointed after the party held an 
internal enquiry into how, in an area 
so wracked with racist violence and 
paramilitary history and tensions, it 
has failed to convert complimentary 
support into membership. Moore put 
himself forward for the job as some 
kind of “super-Prod”, claiming he 
could reach into loyalist communities 
and organisations and even stop the 
constant Searchlight exposés of the 
BNP in Northern Ireland by speaking 
to a “number of community groups”. 
This is common vernacular for 
paramilitaries. 

Devlin’s departure was welcomed by 
local BNP members, not least because 
of his Catholic-sounding name. When 
the Sunday World with the help of 
Searchlight exposed Moore as the new 
leader of “Ulster BNP” and wrote a 
rather derisory epitaph for 
Devlin/Dinsmore in June, even the local 
BNP’s own blog joined in. “His [the 
Sunday World's journalist] attack 
centred on the outgoing Organiser and 
to a certain extent i [sic] agreed with 
him,” wrote the blogger responsible for 
promoting the BNP in Northern Ireland. 


Moore may claim to have all the 
Protestant credentials needed to run the 
BNP in Northern Ireland, but he also 
comes with the usual embarrassment of 
sectarian hatreds and relaxed attitude 
towards rape and violence. 

In April, Moore joked how he had 
been arrested after raping a female 
work colleague for an April Fool’s joke 
and made unsavoury comments about 
the blind. 

Moore gets a nod of approval from 
Devlin for his description of the 
pogrom against Roma families in 
south Belfast two years ago as an act 
against people who are “inherently 
criminal” and “Stinking Gypsy 
bastards”. 

When Moore isn't posting videos by 
white power bands such as 
Skrewdriver on Facebook, he reveals 
his fancy for all things “Third Reich” by 
sharing videos of Adolf Hitler with his 
online friends. One apparent favourite 
is entitled: “Why the world cannot 
forget Adolf Hitler”. He also has a 
penchant for songs and videos of the 
German Wehrmacht. 

Elsewhere, Moore has thrown his 
energies into trying to stop a mosque 
allegedly being built in Ballymena, the 
heartland of Paisleyism. Like most 
BNP members, Moore calls Muslims 
“ragheads” and Catholics “taigs”. 

What with BNP leader Nick Griffin’s 
daughter Jenny now beating the drum 
for hardline Protestants, perhaps 
“super-Prod” Moore will win the sort 
of support that eluded Devlin. 
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[As we recall we recall 


rom the late 1870s to the 

1960s the United States 

maintained and 
perpetuated a system of racial 
apartheid through an array of 
racial statutes known collectively 
as the Jim Crow laws. How these 
laws segregated white Americans 
from black Americans is well 
known. The roots of the term Jim 
Crow are rather more obscure, 
however. The expression is said to 
originate in the crude racist 
caricatures of African-Americans 
performed on stage as part of 
“blackface” or minstrel acts, 
popular during the 19th century. 

The dubious honour for creating 
Jim Crow belongs to Thomas 
Dartmouth “Daddy” Rice (1808- 
1860), a New York actor who 
invented the character in 1828. 
What inspired Rice is unclear but 
one version, recalled by fellow 
actor Edmon S Connor, maintains 
that Rice found his muse in 
Louisville, Kentucky, when the 
theatre company with which he 
was touring performed at a venue 
overlooking a livery stable owned 
by aman named Crow. The actors 
were “particularly amused” to see 
an “old decrepit negro” who did 
odd jobs for Crow working in the 
yard. “He was very much 
deformed, the right shoulder being 
drawn up, the left leg stiff and 
crooked at the knee, giving him a 
painful, but at the same time, 
laughable limp," recounted 
Connor. “He used to croon a 
queer old tune with words of his 
own and at the end of each verse 
would give a little jump and 
when he came down he set his 
‘heel a-rockin’. He called it 
‘Jumping Jim Crow'". 
Rice was apparently mesmerised 

by “Jim Crow" — who, according 
to Conner, had been given his 
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By David Williams 


former master's name - and 
studied him closely. Whether “Jim 
Crow" was an actual person or an 
amalgam of Southern racial 
prejudices accumulated by Rice 
over time is a moot point. What is 
certain is that Rice's racist mimicry, 
specialising in “little negro bits” 
that were performed between a 
play and farce when it was 
customary for a song or dance to 
be performed by minstrel acts, was 
a roaring success. Thereafter Rice, 
who “blacked up" using burnt 
cork, took his hugely popular 
“Daddy Jim Crow” act on the 
road touring the United States. 
He performed in London in 1836. 
“His personation is the beau 

ideal of a negro," noted a 
contemporary review in The 
Times. Rice was not the first and 
certainly would not be the last 
minstrel performer but he was 
certainly the most successful. 

The legacy of such “blackface” 
or “coon shows” was the 
perpetuation of an image of blacks 
as lazy, lethargic and stupid, 
uneducated and irrational, which 
reinforced how white Southerners 
viewed them. This attitude 
strengthened white desire for 
political, economic and social 
segregation to maintain white 
racial ascendancy. The potency 
of Rice's particular theatrical 
creation in American culture in the 
19th century can be gainsaid from 
the way it gave its name to the 
Black Codes, the myriad legal 
statutes aimed at disenfranchising 
black Americans, which became 
commonly known as the Jim 
Crow laws. 

Rice died in 1860 and the 
following year the United States 
was engulfed by a brutal civil war 
that ended in 1865 with the defeat 
of the Southern Confederacy and 
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the abolition of slavery. It did not 
end black servitude, however. 
White supremacy was quick to 
reassert itself during and following 
the Reconstruction era, when 
there was a sustained and 
determined attempt to turn back 
the clock on black freedoms won 
as a result of the conflict. In the 
late 1870s the Democrats passed 
legislation making voter 
registration more complicated, 
which took many black people off 
voter rolls. From 1890 to 1908 ten 
of the eleven former Confederate 
states passed laws that 
disenfranchised blacks and many 
poor whites. 

The Southern states’ efforts to 
maintain their grip on political and 
economic power were backed by a 
number of decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court, including 
United States v Cruikshank (1875) 
and the Civil Rights Cases (1883), 
which held that the 13th and 14th 
Amendments of the US 
Constitution did not prevent racial 
discrimination by private 
individuals and organisations and 
that the Civil Rights Act 1875, 
which granted equal rights to 
“citizens of every race and color", 
was unconstitutional. 

The first Jim Crow law was 
implemented in 1887 in Florida. 

It required blacks and whites to 
travel on racially segregated 
transport. Other states quickly 
followed suit. In Louisiana in 1892 
Homer Plessy challenged the law 
by boarding a railway carriage 
designated for the use of white 
people. The case, Plessy v 
Ferguson, went all the way to the 
Supreme Court, which in a 
landmark decision held that 
provided the facilities were equal 
the rights of black Americans were 
not infringed by segregation. 


The first 


Jim Crow 
law was 
imple- 
mented in 
1887 in 
Florida. It 
required 
blacks and 
whites to 
travel on 
racially 
segregated 
transport 


Three years later, Cumming v 
Board of Education extended this 
racist doctrine of “separate but 
equal” to education. Racial 
apartheid soon permeated almost 
every sphere of activity generating 
a complex system of racial 
etiquette to maintain white 
privilege and black disadvantage. 

Many of the Jim Crow laws 
simply reinforced de facto racist 
practice but significantly it now 
had the sanction of the highest 
court in the land. Legalised racial 
discrimination emboldened 
whites to further racial violence. 
Across the Deep South and 
beyond white vigilantes ran amok 
in so-called “race riots”, 
murdering black people. Jim Crow 
also depended upon lynch law. 
Between 1882 and 1951 there 
were 4,730 recorded lynchings, of 
which 3,440 of the victims were 
black men and women. This 
campaign of racial terrorism was 
often accompanied by the most 
appalling acts of sadistic torture, 
including genital mutilation, 
dismemberment and burning at 
the stake. While it is often stated 
that such acts were carried out in 
defiance of the law, no will existed 
to stop the perpetrators. Indeed, 
local police often took part. It was 
not until 1918 that a Southern 
white was convicted for taking 
part in a racial lynching. 

It is no exaggeration to say that 
by the beginning of the 20th 
century the political structure of 
the American South was less 
democratic than it had been in 
1860, the year of Rice's death. 

It was not until the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act 1964, the 
culmination of decades of struggle 
for equal rights, that Jim Crow 
finally began to loosen its grip on 
American society. 
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News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 


into the sewers of the far right 


A FEW YEARS ago Nick Griffin was the 
darling of the European far right. 
Everywhere the BNP leader went he 
was trumpeted as the great white 
hope, the defender and indeed future 
of the great white race. So great was - 
he, there was even a dubious claim of 
an assassination attempt on him on a 
train in Sweden that only Griffin and 
his expensive gang of minders seemed 
actually to know about. 

How things have changed. Here he is 
back in Sweden last month, campaigning 
on behalf of the nasty National 
Democrats, another party not immune to 
damaging splits. Judging by the turnout 
at this rally, even the ultra tolerant 
Swedes seem to have tired of his cap in 
hand, one-man stand-up act. See the 
report from Sweden on page 25. 


KKK 


SO DESPERATE is the 
Griffin wing of the BNP for 
members and supporters 
that Paul Morris (pictured), who 
blogs from South Wales as the 
neo-literate Green Arrow, 
has been elevated 
actually into the 
party ranks. 


20 | Searchlight | October 2010 


Hellowissanyone there? 
" \ Nick Griffin talks to 
_™____ himself in Sddertalje 


\ Photo: Expo 


We've often enjoyed the site and 
thought of Morris, who admits to 
praying for Griffin at night, throwing 
his love letters at the very window 
against which he has had his face 
pressed from the outside for so long. 

Now he's inside the BNP he's not 
improved. Nowadays Morris actually 
films evangelical diatribes mainly 
against ex-BNP members while still 
calling for party unity. His last lo-fi 
video ran a little longer than planned 
when after a drag on a cigarette Morris 
had a massive coughing fit. It may be 
low class, but it sure had us on the 
edge of our seats. 

Morris appears, however, to be 
having a bit of a hard time. Apparently 
he has had a major falling out with 
most of Wales BNP. A post on one 
forum claimed, “One of them 
threatened to do him in, and 
called him a ‘sycophantic 


derriere-licker'”. 


KK 


MANY PEOPLE were surprised 
to see the BNP bending over 
backwards to welcome the 
Pope to the UK last month; 

we only mildly so. Sure 
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Griffin's daughter hangs out in a 
Protestant “Kick The Pope” band while 
the party's owner, Jim Dowson, is some 
sort of self-appointed firebrand 
Protestant cleric, but as the party website 
says, his Holiness does have challenging 
views on “homosexuality, female priests 
and the Equality Act”. I'm sure it didn't 
escape anybody's attention either that 
he's also a white German who was once 
in the Hitler Youth. 


HK* 


THERE WAS some concern in blogger 
land last month, when Simon Darby, 
serial blogger and former deputy 
Fuhrer of the BNP, went silent for a few 
days. It transpired that he and his 
partner were on some out-of-the-way 
Scottish Island where “without a 
decent Internet signal | was pretty 
much out of it”, he wrote after a few 
days. That must have been some relief 
to him as during his absence the anti- 
Griffin BNP reform group revealed 
another story of alleged sexual 
shenanigans and infidelity, this time 
aimed at Darby. 


KK 


FOR THOSE currently out of work and 
out of favour with the BNP but still 
wanting to engage in mindless racism 
and Islamophobia, fear not, the English 
Defence League is desperate to recruit 
you. The EDL is currently advertising 
“jobs” for people who can work with 
computers, cameras and other arts of 
the most technical. No payment is 
offered, which former (and current) 
BNP staff should be quite used to. 
We've been wondering if the former 
BNP legal beagle Lee Barnes has 
already taken the job and has been 
advising the EDL's “Tommy Robinson" 
on US entry visas. His legal advice to 
the BNP's former renegade webmaster 
Simon Bennett, who recently lost a 
claim against the BNP, was certainly up 
to his usual standard. 


ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


& 
Made in Dagen ham Reviewed by Sonia Gable 


CALENDAR GIRLS 


1968 WAS A YEAR of student 
protests around the globe, civil rights 
struggles, riots in Paris and the 
crushing of the Prague Spring. Less 
well remembered is the strike by 187 
wornen machinists at the huge Ford 
motor plant in Dagenham. 

In those days managers believed 
industry could never afford to pay 
women the same as men and trade 
unionists fought for better pay and 
conditions primarily for men. 

Made in Dagenham tells the story of 
the handful of women whose fight for 
fair wages led to the Equal Pay Act in 
1970. The women stitched seat 
covers, intricate work in a sweltering 


COMING SOON 


workshop. They vote for a strike when 
their job is regraded as unskilled work, 
arguing it is semi-skilled. But they 
soon realise that the reason they are 
paid less than the men is nothing to 
do with skills but simply because they 
are women. 

After getting nowhere in a 
meeting with bosses, before which 
the union senior convenor tells the 
women to let the men do all the 
talking, the women go on strike led 
by Rita (Sally Hawkins) and 
supported by Albert (Bob Hoskins), 
an experienced union activist. 

Soon the factory grinds to a halt, 
for without seat covers the cars 


an WON OR 


cannot be finished. The men are laid 
off, causing families real hardship. 
The women argue that they supported 
the men when they went on strike; the 
men should now reciprocate. Some do, 
others say it's OK for women, they are 
not the breadwinners. 

It gets to the point where Henry 
Ford II tells Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson Uohn Sessions) to get the 
women back to work or Ford will 
withdraw from Britain. 

Barbara Castle (brilliantly portrayed 
by Miranda Richardson), newly 
appointed Employment Secretary and 
“fiery redhead", meets the women 
and it is she who negotiates a pay 
increase to 92% of male machinists’ 
wages and promises them equal pay 
eventually. 

It was not only working women who 
suffered discrimination. Rita forges an 
unlikely friendship with Lisa (Rosamund 
Pike), the wife of a Ford manager, who 
complains that despite her Cambridge 
first-class honours degree her husband 
treats her like a fool. 

Directed by Nigel Cole, Made in 
Dagenham is a riveting film that uses 
humour and some dramatic licence to 
recount an important part of our 
history and the fight for women's 
equality, a fight that is not yet over. 


In cinemas from 
1 October 2010, 
certificate 15 


BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


1940-2010 


philosophyfootballecom 


Seventy years ago Nazi Germany suffered an historic defeat in the air. Commemorative shirts for the victory against fascism, then and now. 
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Feature: France 


Jean-Yves Camus reports 
from Paris 


rench President Nicolas 

Sarkozy’s inhumane Roma 

deportation policy owes much 
to his desperate need to crush the 
extreme-right National Front (FN) if 
he is to win re-election in 2012. 

The FN experienced a resurgence 
in regional elections in March, 
taking 11.4% in the first round, after a 
low of 4.3% in June 2007 and 6.8% 
in last year’s European election. 
Sarkozy’s UMP group came second, 
with just 26.2%, while the Socialists 
topped the poll with 29.5% in the last 
national electoral test before the 
presidential election. 

Sarkozy's “tougher approach to 
immigration’, involving the forcible 
deportation of thousands of Roma to 
Romania and Bulgaria, has stirred 
massive controversy internationally 
and led to a head-on clash with the 
European Union. 

Unable to improve the economy and 
lower than ever in the opinion polls, 
Sarkozy thinks he can grab support 
from the most conservative part of the 
right, and from part of the disoriented 
left, by implementing a very repressive 
law and order policy and fuelling 
arguments about national identity. 

The French Senate passed a law that 


makes it an offence to wear the Islamic 


nigab or burqa in public places on 
14 September, but it is the Roma, 
whether they are native French 
citizens or immigrants from eastern 
Europe, who are now the main target 
of Sarkozy’s dramatic lurch into 
xenophobia. 

His move is not going unopposed. 
Over 100,000 supporters of human 
rights demonstrated throughout 
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France on 4 September against the 
expulsions. 

The anti-Roma crackdown is not 
really new. Around 10,000 Roma were 
sent back to Bulgaria and Romania in 
2009. However the context now is 
different. On 30 July Sarkozy gave a 
speech in Grenoble in which he 
equated crime with immigration. 

In this city, where youths from an 
immigrant background had clashed 
violently with the police at the 
beginning of that month, he 
announced that he wanted the 

300 illegal camps where Roma have 
settled to be dismantled within three 
months and the inhabitants deported 
to their countries of origin, mainly 
the EU member states of Romania 
and Bulgaria. 

Anti-Roma prejudice, like 
antisemitism, goes back a long time. 
Around 400,000 Roma belong to long- 
established communities and hold 
French citizenship, notably in Alsace 


and southern France. In addition, an 
estimated 12,000 Roma, mainly from 
eastern Europe, live in dire poverty in 
slums on the periphery of France's big 
cities, such as Lyon and Paris. 

EU legislation allows them to enter 
France without a visa, but under 
transitional rules applying to the two 
newest member states they must have 
work or residency permits if they wish 
to stay longer than three months. 
That means that most Roma from 
Bulgaria and Romania are in France 
illegally. However, the French 
government acknowledges that 70% 
of those who are deported return 
within a short time. 

The Roma rightly complain about 
constant police harassment and a 
pitiful lack of willingness of city 
councils from across the political 
spectrum to enforce the law of 5 July 
2000 that requires every city to 
provide the Roma with a permanent 
camping ground. 


A further step along the road of 
scapegoating the Roma population 
(which by the way is an Indo- 
European and devoutly Christian one) 
was taken on 28 July when Luc Chatel, 
the Education Minister, denounced 
the “unbearable behaviour of some 
within the Roma community”. 

He made no distinction between 
those French Roma who are French 
citizens and Roma from other EU 
member states who, from January 
2014, will enjoy complete freedom of 
movement everywhere in the EU. 

On 5 August, Brice Hortefeux, the 
Interior Minister, ordered the illegal 
camps to be dismantled. His written 
order proved illegal as it singled out 
the Roma. After the EU and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Navi Pillay, 
complained, Hortefeux agreed in 
September to rewrite it. However, that 
did not put an end to the ongoing 
conflict between France and the EU, 


Mourners march in silence after 
a fire ata Roma camp kills a 
15-month-old baby and her 
three-year-old brother 
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nor the international uproar that has 
badly damaged France's image. 

On 14 September, the EU’s vice- 
president Viviane Reding asked the 
European Commission to initiate 
proceedings against France over a 
discriminatory application of the Free 
Movement Directive. 

Sarkozy’s position was backed by 
the usual suspects such as the Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi and 
the extremist Italian Northern League 
MEP Mario Borghezio, who went so 
far as to claim that “France, following 
the good example of Italy, has 
decided to put things into order in the 
Roma camps’. 

At the European Summit in Brussels 
on 16 September, Sarkozy and José 
Manuel Barroso, President of the 
European Commission, clashed 
violently over the Roma issue. 
Nevertheless the final declaration of 
the summit was clearly a victory for 
the French President. 

Reding’s clumsy declaration that the 
policies of the French government 
were “a shame” that had no equivalent 
since the Second World War enabled 
Sarkozy to obtain unanimous support 
from the other EU states for a motion 
condemning her statement. She 
denies apologising for her remarks. 

The French government's anti-Roma 
policy is part of a rightward tilt that 
makes even some pro-Sarkozy MPs 
uneasy, but it is popular among FN 
supporters. While only 34% of French 
voters questioned in a poll in 
September backed the policy, with 
62% against, over half of FN voters 
expressed support, up from 31.9% 
in June. 


FACT FILE 
Roma in Europe 


ACCORDING TO the European 
Commission, the Roma are the EU's 
largest ethnic minority. They trace 
their origins to medieval India. 
There are many Roma subgroups 
living in Europe. 

The estimated Roma population 
in Europe is around 12 million. 


Average estimates of settled Roma 


populations 

France 400,000 
Spain 700,000 
Germany 105,000 
Italy 70,000 
Romania 535,000 
Bulgaria 370,000 
Hungary 205,000 
Slovakia 89,000 
Serbia 108,000 
Czech R. 200,000 
Greece 200,000 
Turkey 500,000 


Countries preparing deportations 


France 
Italy 
Germany 


Main countries where Roma suffer 
discrimination and violent 
harassment 


Hungary 
Slovakia 

Czech Republic 
Belgium 

Italy 

Bulgaria 

Serbia 

Poland 
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Jobbik calls for 
segregation of 
Roma 


Janosz Malterik reports from 
Budapest 


“WHAT IS GOING on 
here in Hungary, my 
homeland, is 
intolerable. Wherever 
one goes one hears 
nothing but hate. | am 
surrounded by antipathy to 
‘Gypsies’,"” a Roma woman wrote 

in an open letter to the press, which recently 
grabbed headlines in Hungary. 

“lam a Roma. Everyday life here is 
unbearable.” 

The woman, who unusually among Roma 
has managed to make a good career and 
works as a sociologist, was expressing her 
deepest fears that Roma people cannot 
hope for society's protection because racism 
has already gained a firm foothold in the 
Hungarian parliament. 

Since the country's last parliamentary 
election, in which the racist Fidesz party 
won a two-thirds majority and the nazi 
British National Party's comrades in Jobbik 
entered parliament with almost 17% of the 
vote, tendencies towards social exclusion of 
the Roma have escalated. 

A glaring example was the recent press 
extravaganza over an incendiary declaration 
by the Jobbik MEP Csanad Szegedi —- who 
has opened an office in neighbouring 
Romania to represent ethnic Hungarians 
there — that Roma offenders should be held 
in labour camps and be stripped of their 
Hungarian citizenship. At the same press 
conference, Jobbik’s national chairman 
Gabor Vona put forward a proposal that 
Roma children be sent to boarding schools 
where “segregation would be a more 
productive educational tool”. 

Vona said that the integration of 
Hungary's Roma population had failed over 
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‘ abnormally". Boarding schools, he went 


Coded anti- 
Jewish election 
poster from 
the nazi 
Jobbik party 
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the past 20 years, claiming that Roma 
“are behaving more and more 


on, would ensure that children brought 
home the values they learned there such as 
“washing, combing their hair and how to 
keep their homes clean". Without such 
measures, warned the nazi, there could be 
“civil war" between Roma and Hungarians. 


“Il am a Roma. Everyday life 
here is unbearable" 


Besides “the Gypsies" Vona declared 
“multinational capital” to be “Hungary's 
most important enemy”. Jobbik's belief 
in this nonsense is apparent from its 
posters for the local elections on 3 
October that depict mosquitoes sucking 
the blood out of Hungary, which must, 
claims Jobbik, be “cleansed of parasites”. 
Multinational capital, in this case, is 
Jobbik-speak for “Jews”. 

Vona can only feel strengthened by the 
move by French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
to deport Bulgarian and Romanian Roma 
from France, against which one hundred 
human rights activists demonstrated 
outside the French embassy in Budapest on 
4 September. 

Speakers at the protest, including Agnes 
Dardéczi of the Hungarian Institute for 
Culture and Art, demanded that not only 
the French but also the Hungarian 
Government crack down on racism and 
agitation against the Roma population. 
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: Far-right Sreliahesiliats’ in Swedish tedlins 


From Daniel Poohl for Expo in Stockholm 


THE FAR-RIGHT Sweden Democrats (SD) 
captured 20 seats to enter the Swedish 
parliament for the first time in elections on 
19 September. The racist party’s 5.7% vote in 
what is now a hung parliament has left 
Swedish politics in turmoil with considerable 
speculation about the likely-configuration of 
the next government. The SD’s success was 
greeted, within hours, with protest 
demonstrations by tens of thousands of anti- 
racists in Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malm6. 

The outgoing centre-right alliance, led by 
the conservative Moderate Party leader 
Fredrik Reinfeldt, won 172 of the 349 
parliamentary seats despite its slash and 
burn cuts policies and was, as Searchlight 
went to press, attempting to form a coalition 
government with the Greens. 

The Greens are currently allied with the 
Social Democrats, who won only 113 seats of 
the bloc’s 157. This was the worst result since 
1914 for the Social Democrats, who have 
governed Sweden for 65 of the past 78 years. 
It leaves a question mark over the future of 
their leader, Mona Sahlin. 

Both alliances lost votes to the SD, which 
ran a campaign centred on Islamophobia and 
whipping up anti-immigrant and anti-EU 
sentiment. The SD is led by Jimmie Akesson, 
a 31-year-old with all the charisma of a 
telephone directory. His first announcement 
was an over-ambitious “now, prepare for 
government” offer to cooperate with the 
centre right. 

The result is a huge success for his party, 
which has worked since 1988 to gain access to 
the corridors of power and public funding. 
Even though the months leading up to the 
election were marked by scandals and 
revelations of ongoing connections between the 
SD and the nazi movement, an unprecedented 
330,000 people voted for the SD, nearly double 
the 167,000 votes it got in 2006. 

About 14% of Sweden’s 9.4 million 
population are immigrants, mostly from 
Finland and other EU states, but it is the 
migrants from the Middle East, southern 
Europe and Africa, especially Muslims, who 
were the main target of the SD’s abusive 


propaganda. Leaflets demanded “Give 
Sweden back to us!” and an election video 
showed an elderly pensioner being overtaken 
by women in burkas pushing prams in a race 
to collect welfare payments. 

Enough people like these racist ideas to put 
the SD in parliament. They vote for the party 
not in spite of its Islamophobia and racism 
but because of it. Last year a University of 
Gothenburg survey found that 36% of 
respondents would prefer to “receive fewer 
refugees” and 12% would not “like to have an 
immigrant from another part of the world 
married into the family”. This is the SD’s 
electoral base. 

The SD presents itself as an alternative to the 
“establishment”, as the underdog challenging 
mainstream parties that are supposedly: 
indistinguishable from each other and feeding 
off widespread insecurity generated by the 
world recession. The SD’s answer is easy: 
blame it all on immigrants and Muslims. 

The SD has also succeeded in convincing 
voters that it has dealt with its past, which 
has effectively reduced the target area for its 
opponents. It has also been bolstered by 
increased xenophobic and racist internet 
activism. 

There was a gap in Swedish politics for a 
party that wants to limit or stop immigration, 
which the SD has filled. The disturbing aspect 
is not the party’s new parliamentary presence 
as such but the prevalence of the views that 
put it there. 

As if the upswing of the suit-and-tie racists of 
the SD were not bad enough, the hardcore nazi 
Party of the Swedes (SvP), formerly the 
National Socialist Front, won 2.8% of the vote 
in a council election in Grastorp in western 
Sweden, giving it a seat. This is the first time 
since the Second World War that Sweden has 
had an openly nazi party holding elected office. 

The fascist National Democrats, which 
hosted a visit from the British National Party 
leader Nick Griffin last month, received an 
insignificant vote in the parliamentary 
election. However the party, which split from 
the SD in 2001, retained its council seat in 
Nykvarn and its two seats in Sédertalje. 
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Roundup 


Court declares Fiore's party “neo-nazi 


From Alfio Bernabei 


IN A HISTORIC verdict that establishes 
the legal foundations of the parallel 
between fascism and nazism in the 
context of racism, Italy's highest court, 
the Court of Cassation, has ruled that it 
is legitimate to describe members and 
sympathisers of movements such as 
Forza Nuova as “nazi-fascists"” and 
“neo-nazis". 

The verdict is a defeat for Roberto 
Fiore (pictured), leader of Forza Nuova, 
who employed lawyers in an attempt to 
rewrite history. He was trying to 
establish that the nazi label applied to 
his fascist followers was due to 
“historical ignorance” and was 
defamatory and illegal. The judges of 
the Court of Cassation delved into 
Mussolini's racist policy, which was 
developed to conform to that of the 
Nazi regime. They concluded that 
“the verdicts of history cannot be cancel- 
led through succeeding disinformation, 
amnesia and underestimations” . 

The case began on 13 November 
2000 when the local newspaper in 
Trieste, // Piccolo, published a letter by 
Gabriele Campana, a reader outraged 
by a Forza Nuova rally that had taken 
place in the town two weeks earlier. 

As one who remembered the exter- 
mination camp of Risiera di San Sabba in 
Trieste, the only Italian nazi-fascist 
concentration camp with a crematorium, 
where an estimated 3,000 people died 
during the Second World War, Campana 
called the members of Forza Nuova 
“nazi-fascists" and “neo-nazis”. 

Fiore sued for defamation and in 
December 2008 the Court of Appeal in 
Trieste ruled in his favour. It rejected 
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parallels between fascism and nazism on 
racial grounds and decided that calling 
Forza Nuova members “neo-nazis" was 
defamatory, rather than a legitimate 
right to criticise. Campana was given a 
two-month suspended prison sentence 
and an undisclosed sum of money was 
paid to Fiore. Campana’s lawyers 
however did not give up. They appealed 
to the Court of Cassation, whose role is 
to correct lower courts’ interpretations 
or application of the law. 

The final verdict, which has now 
been released, says that “the 
identification fascism-nazism, within 
the framework of racist choices is not a 
historical error" and “the official 
documented history of the active 
adherence of the fascist regime to the 
persecution of Jews by the Nazi 
regime" is so clear that there is no need 
to provide any further evidence. 


er 


The implications of the verdict stretch 
well beyond Fiore and the dozens of 
fascist outfits that have sprung up, from 
Casa Pound to Militia and Cuore Nero. 
What about the fascists and neo-fascists 
gathered in and around Berlusconi's 
government? Should they be called 
“neo-nazis"? And what about 
Gianfranco Fini, who wants to become 
Italy's future Prime Minister? Judging by 
this verdict he was a neo-nazi when he 
joined the fascists at the age of 16 and 
remained a neo-nazi at least until 1995, 
a good 27 years of his life. Only last 
month, in a major speech, Fini paid 
homage to three men: his mentor 
Giorgio Almirante, who joined 
Mussolini's Salo Republic under Hitler, 
the former Minister Mirko Tremaglia, 
another who joined Mussolini's nazi- 
fascists, and Ezra Pound, who needs no 
introduction. 


Banker to invest in populism? 
From Jens Renner for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net in Berlin 


THE BIG ISSUE in the media and on 
political talk shows in Germany at the 
end of the summer was Dr Thilo 
Sarrazin’s best-selling book 
Deutschland schafft sich ab: Wie wir 
unser Land aufs Spiel setzen (Germany 
is doing away with itself: how we are 
gambling our land). 

In a trenchant article on Sarrazin and 
his book, the weekly magazine Der 
Spiegel commented: “The ideas are 
crudely formulated: Muslim 
immigrants have contributed nothing 
to German prosperity; the high fertility 
rates among the country’s Muslim 
community have resulted in the 
reduction of Germany’s collective IQ; 
Muslim immigrants would prefer to be 
on welfare than to work; Jews share a 
specific gene.” 

Sarrazin is well known in Germany 
but less so internationally. Until his 
resignation last month he was a board 
member of the German Central Bank 
and is still a member of the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD). From 2002 
until 2009, he was Finance Minister in 
the SPD administration in Berlin. 

In 2009 he told the magazine Lettre 
Internationale that many Arab and 
Turkish immigrants in Germany do not 
want to integrate into German society 
and are not capable of doing so. Setting 
out his racist stall, he stated: “I don't 
have to accept anyone that rejects the 
state they live off, who does nothing for 
the education of their children and 


who constantly produces little girls 
with headscarves”. 

The main subject of the book is the 
future, which he draws in dark colours, 
but it is his ideas about Muslim 
immigrants that grabbed media 
attention. To him, these immigrants 
are a criminal and different people 
who smoothly evolve towards 
terrorism. The popular daily Bild and 
Der Spiegel both reproduced extracts 
from the book. 

An initial print run of 25,000 books 
has sold out and a further 400,000 have 
been ordered. 

In an interview in Bild’s Sunday 
edition, Sarrazin denied he was a racist 
but argued that every nation has its 
own cultural identity. Asked ifa 
“genetic identity” exists, Sarrazin 
ventured that “all Jews have a certain 
gene and Basques have certain genes, 
which distinguish them from others”. 
Naturally, the nazi National Democrats 
cheered him on, inviting him to 
become a party member and quickly 
adopting the slogan, “Everybody knows 
Sarrazin is right”. 

There is now considerable 
speculation that Sarrazin will try to 
launch a new party. A survey has 
indicated that up to 18% of voters 
would back him. Sarrazin, however, 
has scotched such ideas, saying he 
wants to remain in the SPD until 
he dies. Expulsion from the party may 
well precede that. 


Nazi prisoners’ 
aid group raided 
By Jens Renner for 


Der Rechte Rand and 
Antifa-Net in Hanover 


1983 — Nazi defend HNG's garden 
centre HQ 


POLICE STORMED the homes of 
around 30 activists of the hardcore 
nazi HNG prisoners’ aid 
organisation in early September. 

The raids took place in several 
cities on the order of Thomas de 
Maiziére, the federal Interior 
Minister, to gather evidence for a 
possible move to ban the HNG. 

Junior Interior Minister Klaus- 
Dieter Fritsche told the media that 
the searches “would show 
whether the HNG is positioned 
against constitutional order in an 
aggressively violent manner”. 

The HNG helps and networks 
with nazi prisoners including killers, 
war criminals, terrorists and 
Holocaust deniers in Germany and 
abroad, including the British nazis 
Charlie Sargent, former leader of 
the terror group Combat 18, and 
Mark Atkinson, leader of the Racial 
Volunteer Force. It was established 
in Frankfurt on 20 April 1979, the 
90th anniversary of Hitler's birth, 
in honour of Rudolf Hess, who was 
then in Spandau Prison in Berlin. 

Standing outside party lines, 
the organisation has around 
600 members from the entire 
extreme right. 
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Blood and 
Honour 
ban sets 
important 
example 


From Sandra Cortés in Madrid 


A COURT IN Madrid has ordered the 
dissolution of the Spanish section of 
the Blood and Honour nazi music 
organisation and jailed its leader, 
Roberto Luengo Usano, for three years 
for encouraging xenophobia, violence 
and hatred and for buying and selling 
illegal weapons. 

Fourteen more B&H members were 
convicted and four were acquitted. 
Francisco José L6pez Perea was 
sentenced to three and a half years for 
possession of an unlicensed firearm. 
Another of those convicted, Jorge Vivar 
Casal, is employed as a policeman in 
the Madrid suburb of Alcala de 
Henares, which is ruled by the 
conservative Popular Party. 

The opposition called for Casal to be 
sacked but the council refused. 

B&H was legally established in 1999 
as a “cultural association” and staged 
several hate music concerts each year. 
At one, the Civil Guard seized several 
outlawed weapons that were on sale 
and a large quantity of nazi 
propaganda. Following this, the group 
came under close police scrutiny from 
2003 through wiretapping and 
infiltration until a major raid in 2004 
resulted in the arrest of 19 members in 
Madrid, Zaragoza, Jaén and Seville and 
the discovery of weapons in homes 
and B&H’s offices. 
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Rudolf Hess 


Prisionero de la Paz 
Caido en 17/08/1987 


Germany 2004: Spanish Blood and Honour nazis commemorate Rudolf Hess 


The case against B&H was brought 
by the anti-racist Movement Against 
Intolerance (MCI), which helps hate 
crime victims and prosecutes nazi 
organisations, notably in the case of 
Carlos Javier Palomino, the young 
anti-fascist murdered in Madrid in 
2007. The MCI criticised the minimum 
sentences imposed on the B&H nazis 
but welcomed the ban. 

The Madrid verdict includes an 
unprecedented curb on the freedom of 
nazi organisations to spread their 
message of hate. Armed with this legal 
precedent, the authorities will, 
hopefully, prosecute such 
organisations more effectively. 

This is the second major legal move 
against an international nazi 
organisation in Spain in the past year, 
the first being the proscription in 2009 
of the Spanish section of the 
Hammerskins, which was linked to 
football hooligan groups around Real 
Madrid (Ultras Sur) and RCD Espanol 
(Brigadas Blanquiazules). 

Most of the defendants in the B&H 
case were in 2004 on the election 
candidates’ lists of the nazi Republican 
Social Movement (MSR), which shared 
its headquarters with B&H. One of the 
MSR’s former leaders, Juan Antonio 
Aguilar, a military reservist, defended 
the B&H members during the trial. 


The present leader of the MSR, Juan 
Antonio Llopart, was sentenced in 
2009 to two and a half years in prison 
for disseminating racist and 
antisemitic ideas through its Editions 
New Republic (ENR) publishing house. 
His appeal awaits determination. 

The fascist MSR is a member party 
of the Alliance for European 
Nationalist Movements (AENM) 
alongside the British National Party, 
the Hungarian Jobbik and the French 
National Front. Despite this alliance, 
formed in October 2009, members of 
MSR boycotted and attacked last 
November’s rally in Madrid at which 
the BNP leader, Nick Griffin, was a 
guest of the rival nazi National 
Democracy (DN) party. 

Spanish right-wing extremism 
remains bitterly divided and desperate 
for international alliances. DN has a 
good relationship with the BNP Jobbik 
and Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova in Italy. 
Now, the MSR’s inclusion in the AENM 
has sparked new conflict between the 
Spanish far-right organisations. 

The MSR has agreed to contest the 
next local elections in an alliance with 
Espafia2000, a right-wing party that 
has three councillors in different 
Valencian towns, and the National 
Front (FN), a new small party with 
little activity so far. 


Extremist party employs nazi rhetoric 
From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


THE FAR-RIGHT Freedom Party (FPO) is 
whipping up hatred and using demagogy 
and thinly disguised reference to Nazi 
slogans in the campaign for the mayoral 
and municipal and district assembly 
elections in Vienna on 10 October. 

A grinning image of Heinz-Christian 
Strache, the FPO leader and mayoral 
candidate, adorns the party's billboards 
alongisde the racist slogan “More 
courage for Viennese blood". Strache 
claims the slogan is derived from the 
“Vienna Blood” waltz by Johann Strauss 
Junior and any similarities to the Nazi 
“Blood and Soil” ideology are “purely 
coincidental”. 

No matter how much Strache 
pretends to distance himself from the 
extreme right, he attracts nazi thugs. 
At a recent FPO event, a shaven- 
headed mob of stewards physically 
threatened a group of Socialist Youth 
(SJ). Among them, wearing an FPO t- 
shirt, was the convicted skinhead and 
violent football hooligan Gregor 
Tschenscher, one of the leading figures 
on the Austrian extreme right. 

A few days later, an SJ office in Vienna 
was attacked and ransacked overnight. 
The daubing left there indicated that the 
culprits were, at the very least, 
supporters of the FPO. 

The FPO's campaigns are based on 
fear, incitement and racially polarising 
society. The result is reflected in the 
terror bombing of a Roman Catholic 
Caritas refugee centre in Graz in the 
early hours of 11 September. Police said 
it was “only good luck" that only one 
asylum-seeker was wounded when the 
homemade pipe bomb exploded in the 
reception area. 

The bombing shocked people in Graz 
who wondered how such hateful 
violence had come to their city. Reaction 
across the political spectrum is in near 
unanimous agreement that one cause is 
the FPO's inflammatory propaganda. 
Some days before the bombing, the 


SJ's office after the nazi attack 


FPO's Styrian branch, which has been 
campaigning in a provincial election at 
the end of September, was forced to 
remove an anti-minaret-game from its 
website after public protests and 
investigation by public prosecutors over 
possible incitement. The game had been 
devised by the Swiss PR man Alexander 
Segert, who designed the infamous anti- 
Muslim minaret poster for the Swiss 
People's Party (SVP). 

Strache's strategy in Vienna is slightly 
ambivalent. He is heavily dependent on 
his core supporters who like dusty 
“Blood and Soil" ideologies, but also 
wants to attract votes from the white 
working class. Recent results for the 
party and the failures of the mainstream 
parties are putting some wind into the 
FPO's sails. 

Strache will not win a majority but may 
take more than 20% of the vote, making 
the FPO the second strongest force in 
the capital and wiping out the SPO's 
absolute majority on the city council. 
Such a victory would strengthen 
Strache's position nationwide and make 
the FPO the real political winner. 


Nationalist no show 
By Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS 
in Brussels 


DESPITE THE 
spectacular 
rise of the 
nationalist 
New Flemish 
Alliance 
(NVA), led by 
Bart De Wever . 
(pictured), and the ever present 
Flemish Interest (VB) party, 
interest in the traditional 
nationalist Ijzerbedevaart (Iron 
Pilgrimage) in Diksmuide and its 
far-right offspring, the Ijzerwake, 
continue to wane. 

Although nearly 40% of 
Flemish voters supported a 
Flemish nationalist party in the 
Belgian federal election in June, 
the “mainstream” Ijzerbedevaart 
attracted only 1,000 people in 
August, a record low. In its glory 
days, up to 60,000 people took 
part in the open-air rally, 
including right-wing extremists 
from all over Europe. Flemish 
far-right activists and nazi 
groups from abroad were 
eventually told to stay away after 
violent incidents in 1996, but 
created their own “radical rally”, 
the Ijzerwake, in the late 1990s. 

The Ijzerwake’s organising 
committee claimed their event 
had 5,000 participants this year 
but most observers managed to 
miss all these nationalists. A few 
VB MPs turned up, as did 
members of the Flemish branch 
of the nazi bonehead outfit, 
Blood and Honour. 

In his keynote speech, Wim 
De Wit, the president of the 
Ijzerwake, tried to whip up 
hostility to francophone Wallonia 
and made a plea for an 
unconditional amnesty for all 
wartime Nazi collaborators. 
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A journey to hope 


The HOPE not hate campaign against the English Defence League in Bradford 
contrasted markedly from those of other anti-fascist organisations. While some 
groups called for supporters to take to the streets for a confrontation with the 
EDL, we did the very opposite and prioritised working in the community, focusing 
on communicating with local people, in the weeks leading up to the protest. 

It was the latest example of a different type of anti-fascism, as Nick Lowles and 
Paul Meszaros explain. 


it Cole reflects a new breed 
of anti-fascist — new, keen, 
busy and friendly. He was 


one of over 400 people who sent 
in photos of themselves with the 
word “Together” written across 
the hands of himself, his partner 
and his kid. Bradford-based, he 
and his family turned out for our 
Peace vigil the day before the 
EDL protest. 

“| wanted to tell you how proud 
we felt being a part of the peace 
vigil this evening,” he would later 
email us. 

“The Bradford Together 
campaign was a fantastic way to 
come together and fight against 
hate — long may it last.” 

It was a pleasure to meet 
Tait and his family at the vigil. 
They were really friendly and 
simply wanted to show their 
opposition to the EDL — and 
everything it stands for —ina 
peaceful non-confrontational way. 
It was the positivity of our 
campaign that attracted him. 

In contrast, he voiced his concerns 
over what he saw as the more 
confrontational tactics of others. 

Some on the political left have 
characterised our approach as 
going soft on fascism and even 
breaking with anti-fascist tradition. 
We disagree. We believe that our 
approach is appropriate and most 
effective for our times. 


A SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN 


Our Bradford campaign was a 
huge success. Our petition, signed 
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by 11,000 local people, six per 
cent of all adults in the city, in just 
three weeks, was pivotal in 
providing the strength in the city 
that was noted by both the police 
and the Home Secretary in making 
the ban. 

While some on the hard left 
claimed that only by taking to the 
streets could we defend the 
Muslim community, we believed 
that stopping the march — which 
the EDL wanted to go through a 
predominantly Muslim 
neighbourhood — did far more to 
protect communities then being 
kettled behind police lines and 
shouting slogans. 

But there was a bigger aspect to 
our campaign, one that put local 
people first. It was about engaging 
with the community. It was about 
real conversations with real 
people, something you cannot do 
simply by bussing in activists on 
the day of a protest. It was 
fundamentally about winning 
hearts and minds of ordinary 
people, a major departure from 
traditional anti-fascism. 


ANTI-FASCIST ORTHODOXY 
Until the beginning of this century 
the far-right menace in this 
country, although dangerous and 
malign, was small, its threat 
localised, minimal and not 
electoral. Even during the 1970s 
when the National Front achieved 
big votes in council elections its 
priority was always the streets 
rather than the ballot box. 


Anti-fascism was perhaps 
unsurprisingly also a marginal 
pursuit, with the exception of a 
few years in the 1970s, the main 
aim of which was to keep the 
fascist gangs isolated and afraid. 
During the late 1940s with the 43 
Group, the 1960s with 62 Group, 
the 1970s with the Anti Nazi 
League, and the 1980s and 1990s 
with Anti-Fascist Action, the fight 
against fascism was street-based 
and violent, and went largely 
unnoticed by the general public. 
It was a policy of No Platform. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall and 
the rise of the Chicago School - 
neoclassical economic free market 
liberalism — changed the world we 
live in. Old certainties collapsed 
and a wave of nationalism was 
unleashed across Europe. In the 
UK, Scottish nationalism became 
more confident, eventually leading 
to devolution, and an aggressive 
English nationalism emerged. 

It was in this context that the 
coming to power of New Labour 
in 1997 changed the political 
landscape, but the world would 
change more fundamentally after 
the attack on the USA in 
September 2001. A rise in popular 
racism particularly targeted at 
Muslims, coupled with a growing 
discontent with the direction of 
the Labour government, meant 
that new opportunities emerged 
for the far right. The British 
National Party had a new leader 
and soon embarked on a course of 
modernisation and respectability. 
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Anti-iascism in a new er 


Dropping some of its more overt 
political baggage, as well as its 
former leader John Tyndall, the 
BNP moved away from the old 
National Front and Tyndallite 
belief that the main priority for a 
fascist party was to present itself 
as a powerful force, built along 
semi-paramilitary lines, ready to 
answer society's call for a strong 
nationalist and authoritarian party. 
The BNP discarded marching, 
rallies and explicit violence and 
turned its attention to grass roots 
campaigning, community politics 
and council elections. 

By 2002 it was beginning to win 
council elections and develop a 
small but strong voting base in 
many parts of the country. 

By 2009 it polled 6.4% of the 
national vote in the European 
election and gained two MEPs. 


OUTDATED DOGMA 

The reaction to this growing threat 
was patchy, though in some areas 
where institutions and individuals 
had a history of anti-fascist activity 
a coherent response began to take 
shape. However, the anti-fascist 
movement was still the preserve, 
in the main, of the far left and 
some anarchists. For many the 
pursuit of “no platform for 
fascists” was the beginning and 
end of any analysis of the fascist 
threat. While No Platform was 
achievable in the 1980s and 
1990s, it was not an appropriate 
response to the new BNP threat, 
not least because the party a 


political rather than merely a 
physical threat. 

Not only was No Platform 
largely empty rhetoric, often held 
up as a principle but rarely 
enforced, it became an ineffective 
and sometimes counter-productive 
method of organising. The BNP 
was building inside communities 
and tapping into widespread 
discontent with the political 
system. More significantly, and 
often ignored by many, the BNP 
was engaging in a cultural war 
that was successfully drawing 
upon a loss of identity and 
meaning among many white 
working class people. By carefully 
nurturing an image of itself as 
victim and speaking up “for the 
silent majority” the BNP could 
offer a new white nationalist 
identity to people who felt let 
down and abandoned by society. 

However, the anti-fascist 
movement was slow to change. 
Outdated dogmas and slogans, 
which were never that popular at 
the best of times, became 
hopelessly anachronistic. “Maggie, 
Maggie, Maggie, Out, Out, Out” 
was replaced by “Fascist scum off 
our streets”. Orthodox anti- 
fascism became old, unproductive 
and even counter-productive. 
Throwing flour and eggs over a 
grandmother elected as a BNP 
councillor in Burnley created local 
revulsion. The hammer attack on 
a BNP activist in Leigh not only 
overshadowed what had been 
a brilliant local campaign to stop a 
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Just as the 
fascists 
were able 
to broaden 
their 
appeal and 
escape the 
political 
ghetto so 
anti- 
fascism 
had to 
change 
and this 
meant 
reaching 
out to the 
main- 
stream 
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BNP fundraising meeting shortly 
before the European election but 
cast the BNP as victim and anti- 
fascists as violent thugs for three 
consecutive days in the local and 
national media. 

Nick Griffin's appearance on 
Question Time last October was a 
direct consequence of him being 
elected to the European 
Parliament and part of the new 
reality. Protesting outside might 
have made people feel good but it 
did nothing to win the hearts and 
minds of the public. In fact, Bonnie 
Greer did more to expose Griffin 
than 1,000 people outside the 
building. The old way of doing 
things simply was not working. 


MAINSTREAMING ANTI- 
FASCISM 

To counter this growing BNP | 
threat a new form of anti-fascism 
was required. In 2003 Searchlight 
co-ordinated some research, 
funded by the Joseph Rowntree 
Reform Trust, to understand why 
people were voting BNP. A by- 
product of the work was learning 
about the anti-BNP voter. 
Predominantly female, the anti- 
BNP voter was horrified by the 
thuggish image of the BNP and 
the dangers and divisions it could 
bring to communities. However 
these voters were also put off by 
traditional anti-fascist campaigning 
and slogans. They hated the BNP 
but wanted to support something 
positive and non-threatening. 
And so a journey was begun that 
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would eventually lead to the 
massively successful HOPE not 
hate campaign. 

Just as the fascists were able to 
broaden their appeal and escape 
the political ghetto, so anti-fascism 
had to change and this meant 
reaching out to the mainstream. 

Very few BNP voters were nazis 
and some were not even hardline 
racists. While obviously race was a 
crucial factor, there were many 
people who voted for the BNP for 
a multitude of other reasons. 

For some race is simply a prism 
through which they can 
understand and vocalise other 
cultural, economic and social 
issues. Addressing these people 
and pulling them away from the 
BNP required an engagement 
beyond sloganising and 
demonstrations. 

Sometimes in a daze, some- 
times consciously, the path 
towards the real world had 
started. Anti-fascism could only 
remain relevant if it took on the 
issues that concerned people. 

If Mr and Mrs Smith were worried 
about some aspect of public policy 
and the BNP was able to offer an 
analysis, then we had to provide 
an alternative view. This is not a 
battle for No Platform — an 
increasingly meaningless phrase 
when the BNP has elected 
representatives — it is a battle for 
hearts and minds. This is a much 
bigger and more difficult struggle 
with few glory days and it involves 
working with individuals and 
communities in hard places and on 
hard issues. It is laborious, 
unglamorous but ultimately 
essential. The results of this kind of 
campaigning have been seen from 
Keighley to Dagenham. 

The HOPE not hate campaign in 
many ways completes a journey 
from the fringes to the 
mainstream. It is not a question of 
anti-fascism selling its soul, selling 
out to union bureaucrats or even 
New Labour. The mainstreaming 
of anti-fascism is essential because 
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it is necessary to build broad 
coalitions to defeat the BNP. 

No Platform has been replaced by 
the need to win hearts and minds 
of ordinary people. 

The great success of HOPE not 
hate is that in mainstreaming we 
have been able to build alliances 
that have an organic strength, 
rooted in real communities and in 
the real aspirations, hopes and 
worries felt by real ordinary 
people. That is why we are able to 
understand and work with the 
public mood. It was precisely 
because we were rooted in the 
community that we understood 
that the people of Bradford had no 
appetite for a confrontation with 
the EDL. A Unite Against Fascism 
counter-protest on the day was 
attended by just 250 people, the 
overwhelming majority bussed in 
from out of town. 

Anti-fascism requires a flexible 
and localised approach in which 
we accept that each area is unique 
and requires a different strategy. 
We have to be innovative and 
develop campaigns on the ground, 
informed and guided by local 
knowledge and experience, 
precisely because local 
campaigning cannot work without 


— that engagement. 


MEETING THE EDL THREAT 
Even in the context of the EDL a 
new approach is required. Some 
argue that we need to mobilise on 
the streets like we have done in 
decades past or we are 
abandoning the struggle. That is 
simply untrue. There might be 
times when a demonstration or 
counter-protest is the right tactic 
but it is not the only response 
from anti-fascists. The EDL reflects 
a deeper cultural battle in society 
and this only reinforces the need 
to win hearts and minds. That 
means engaging with people in 
communities and not just turning 
out on the day of a protest. 

In Bradford our petition meant 
we had 11,000 constructive 
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conversations with local people. 
Over 250 people were actively 
involved in our campaign in just 
three weeks and we forced the 
Home Secretary to ban the march. 
Just as importantly, our campaign 
created a more positive and united 
attitude among communities in 
the city. 

Contrary to bravado, No 
Platform for the EDL was never an 
option, or even attempted, so our 
approach was clearly the most 
constructive and productive use of 
resources. 

This debate over strategy 
reflects a wider debate in the trade 
union movement over direction 
and tactics. At the TUC conference 
there were clear lines of 
disagreement between those who 
preferred a strike-based approach 
to opposing the cuts and those 
who believed the focus needed to 
be on winning the hearts and 
minds of union members and then 
taking the campaign out into the 
community. 

Engaging with ordinary people 
has to be our priority above 
tradition and dogma. Of course 
we understand that attending a 
demonstration with like-minded 
people is more appealing then 
pounding the streets in a BNP 
stronghold. But with the BNP 
involved in a political and cultural 
war, this is the essential work that 
has to be done if we are to win 
the battle for hearts and minds. 

Tait Cole and his family reflect a 
new generation of people getting 
involved in HOPE not hate: 
ordinary people just wanting to 
oppose racism and fascism. In only 
three weeks in spring over 1,000 
people participated in our 
campaign in Barking and 
Dagenham, the vast majority new 
to anti-fascism and many new to 
political activity. 

The fascist threat has changed in 
recent years and the old tactics are 
no longer as effective. Anti- 
fascism has to change to meet this 
new threat. @i 


7 a the colour 
% ofthe shirt 
_ that matters, 


of its kind. 


when their team next plays at home. 


For more information and to oes an hel in Acetate 
ate.org.uk/page/s/kick-it-out 


area visit: http://action.hopenot 


Searchlight 


Every month, for 35 years, 
Searchlight has been exposing 
the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out 
investigations, reports on fascist 


The magazine activity and highlights our own 
oftheHOPEnot = campaign. It is the first port of 
hatecampaign al! for activists, academics and 


journalists. 
The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself 
informed on what is going on in 
the BNP and learn about the 
HOPE not hate campaign around 
the country you should subscribe 
to Searchlight. 


Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover 
price and protect you from future 
price rises. Searchlight, the 
essential magazine for HOPE not 
hate organisers. 


How the people of 
Bradford took on the EDL 


HOPE not hate is linking up with Kick It 
Out to run an anti-racist campaign 
around football grounds on Saturday 

16 October in the first national initiative 


The Day of Action, organised to 
coincide with Kick It Out's fortnight of 
anti-racism events, will involve activities 
at football grounds in England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Football is one of the most multi- 
racial sports around and it will be an 
opportunity for local HOPE not hate 
groups to spread the wider anti-racist 
message to football supporters. 

Some events will take place directly 
outside grounds while others will be in nearby shopping centres and other venues. 

There will be a new leaflet for the day, produced jointly by HOPE not hate and 
Kick It Out, as well as T-shirts for organisers and badges to distribute. Some local 
HnH groups have indicated that they will be holding their events the following weekend 
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Only 
£12.50 inc p&p 


Subscribe to Searchlight 10/10 


£24 UK individuals 
£36 Europe individuals 
£32 UK organisations 


£43 Non Europe individuals 
£18 UK concessions* 
£48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 
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Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately 
and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
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The last word... 


Liam Smith 


Leader of Barking and 
Dagenham council 


So, 51-0 eh? Did you expect that? 
To be honest, no. | just didn't 
expect the Labour vote to be what 
it was, given the national picture, 
and | thought the BNP vote would 
be bigger. It certainly looked like it 
was going to be, based on the 
doorstep returns we were getting. 


What was the secret of your 
success, then? 

Policies and politics. When all 
around you are losing theirs, we 
stuck stronger to ours than ever 
before. | never once thought it 
was the policies of our council that 
got the BNP elected in such 
numbers in the first place. 

We cleaned up the borough, we 
froze the council tax and 
reengaged with people, the sort of 
things the party should have been 
doing nationally. 


And the campaign? 
Well, hundreds of HOPE not hate 
activists on the odd weekend 
played a part! But that was the 
beauty of the whole thing. 
The BNP were beaten by politics, 
commitment and this whole 
feeling that we had to get them 
out and keep them out, 
particularly as we had this fear of a 
Tory government upon us. HOPE 
not hate had been camped out in 
the borough for years anyway, 
they didn't just magically appear. 
As you know, | haven't always 
agreed with everything HnH has 
done, naturally. But the sheer size 
and scale of the operation and the 
energy, enthusiasm and planning 
surrounding HnH was contagious. 
There was a constant mass of 
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Liam Smith (left) 
with HOPE not 
hate’s Sam Tarry 


bodies coming in and out of 
Transport House and bodies 
scattered everywhere talking, 
laughing, breaking bread together, 
old friends and new friends. It was 
intoxicating. 

I'll always remember the 
campaign as a time of burning the 
midnight oil before a very early 
start, yet there was so much, 
almost emergency energy 
everywhere that you just had to 
keep on going as everyone else 
had the same sleep patterns and 
exhaustive determination. 


Of course, 
When did you first hear of it all 
Searchlight/HOPE not hate? started 
| think it was 2004 when it was just quite 
plain old Searchlight, | met Gerry quietly 
Gable. Then Nick Lowles came over d th 
and we went for a curry together an en 
and had a really long chat about we had 
the attention of the BNP on our the 
borough. They'd begun targeting “Africans 


me in their really crude leaflets, but 
worse still, they were attacking 
black and Asian people, people that 


for Essex" 
lie, which 


they didn't know, saying some of was 

the most vile and untrue things plainly 
about them. Of course, it all started wicked 
quite quietly and then we had the and 
“Africans for Essex” lie, which was dangerous 


plainly wicked and dangerous. 

It became very clear around that 
time that we had a real fight on our 
hands and we had friends with 
great determination, intelligence 
and decency who could see what 
was happening and what was 
going to happen. 


But, why Barking and Dagenham? 
It's predominantly white and 
working class and the BNP had 


been chased out of other places 
in the east of London and just 
moved further east until they 
found us. Obviously that's a little 
simplistic as we also had the 
decline in industry at Fords, 
rising unemployment, low house 
prices and a critical council 
housing shortage. Of course, the 
only analysis they can apply to 
difficult and complex issues is 
crude and simple racism. A look 
at the previous two censuses 
would also have shown them 
that we were beginning to 
reflect the diversity of London as 
a whole. 


How do we keep you “honest” 
now you have no opposition on 
the council? 

We're going all out to defend our 
residents from the effects of Tory 
cuts. Not having the BNP on the 
council will make that easier, but 
as a group we're in great shape. 
At the election count on that 
Friday afternoon after Lowles 
had sent Griffin home with a flea 
in his ear, all 51 of us got up on 
stage together, as one in 
celebration because we had been 
through the fight of our lives. 
None of us ever want to go 
through that sort of fight again. 
We're not going to back down or 
hide from any difficult or 
confronting issues. In many ways 
we're back in tune with the rest 
of the country now, as a 
borough, as a community and as 
a council. 


®@ Liam Smith was speaking to 
Searchlight’s Matthew Collins. 


ANTEFASCIST 


ESTUDIANTE 


The famous 
2011 nent 
calendar 


The Limited Edition HOPE yt ——— 
not hate/Thompsons calendar _=—=4 eas 

is now in its 5th year. 

Mark 2011 with a full colour 

pictorial reminder of how 

2010 was a good year for 

beating the fascists from | 3 Pee 
Barking to Bradford. = eon Caexke 
Limited numbers available, — = SS 
much more work to do. ' 


Price £8.75 inc p&p 


2011 


CALENDAR 


HOPE 51 
BNPO 


www.thompsons.law.co.uk 
telephone 0808 100 8050 


T THOMPSONS 


MOST EXPERIENCED 
IOM-FIEM IN THE | 


7 


Walk for HOPE °3 
Kilimanjaro July 2011 


In July 2011 Searchlight Educational Trust (SET) is 
organising a once in a lifetime sponsored walk to 
the roof of Africa. At 5,895m, Kilimanjaro is the 
highest freestanding mountain in the world. 

The views from the top are awesome and what's 
more, by walking up you will be helping an anti- 
racist project for young people back home. 


We will follow the Rongai Route, the easiest of all 

the paths. The final ascent is arduous and made in 

darkness, but the reward is a spectacular dawn view . 
of the glaciers and ice cliffs of the summit, and across 

the East-African plains far below. We will be 

accompanied by expert guides throughout the walk. — 


Price: £199 registration plus minimum , 
sponsorship of £3,000 . 


All prices are fully inclusive of flights, 
accommodation, food and full logistical support. 


For more details, visit 
www.setrust.org.uk 
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